

Student from HISD’s Dodson Elementary School Wins MLK Oratory Contest

January 14, 2011 – Morgan Hunter, a fifth-grader at Dodson Elementary School, won the 15th annual Gardere MLK Oratory Competition and earned a $1,000 savings bond.   Morgan, who hopes to be a medical doctor one day, demonstrated her outstanding oratory skills to a capacity crowd.
“Dr. King gave the world the prescription for injustice,” said Morgan.  “I want to give the world my prescription. It’s simple, a daily dose of hope, a table spoon full of dreams, and compassion.  Take my prescription and get the cure you need.”

          Second-place honors and a $500 savings bond went to Raiya Goodman, a fifth-grader at Cornelius Elementary School, and Garden Villas Elementary School fourth-grade student Joshua Jacobs was awarded third place and a $200 savings bond.  A $100 savings bond was awarded to the other finalists:

· Keishara Young, Atherton Elementary School

· Torian Allen, Anderson Elementary School

· Maya Donker, Whidby Elementary School

· Sarah Navy, Burrus Elementary School

· Cameo Brown, Windsor Village Elementary School

· Ahnia Leary-Haley, MacGregor Elementary School

· John Fields, Park Place Elementary School

· Matthias McBride, Pleasantville Elementary School

· Jaylon Marian, Thompson Elementary School

More than 240 students from 24 HISD schools participated in the 2011 Gardere MLK Oratory Competition and the finals were held on Friday, January 14.  The fourth- and fifth-grade students were tasked with composing their own speeches, incorporating ideals from Dr. King’s writings, speeches and other records in order to answer the theme question, “How will you carry forward the legacy of Dr. King in your personal and professional life?”   The students were judged on delivery, stage presence, content interpretation and memorization by a panel of seven distinguished judges.
The Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory Competition, hosted and sponsored by Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, came to Houston in 1997 and is intended to recognize and encourage the writing and presentation skills of elementary school students. 

The 24 HISD elementary participating schools are: Anderson, Atherton, Bruce, Burrus, Cornelius, Crawford, Crespo, Dodson, Foerster, Garden Villas, Gregg, MacGregor, Mading, Park Place, Pleasantville, Port Houston, Rodriguez, Sanchez, Thompson, Valley West, Wainwright, Whidby, Windsor Village and Woodson.
ABOUT GARDERE WYNNE SEWELL LLP

Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, an AmLaw 200 firm founded in 1909 and one of the Southwest’s largest full-service law firms, has offices in Austin, Dallas, Houston and Mexico City. Gardere provides legal services to private and public companies and individuals in areas of energy, hospitality, litigation, corporate, tax, government affairs, environmental, labor and employment, intellectual property and financial services.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
