
Houston Business Delegation to Tour 
Apollo 20 School

Greater Houston Partnership publicly endorses the HISD program

January 6, 2011 - A delegation from the Greater Houston Partnership lead by GHP President and CEO Jeff Moseley and Vice Chairman Larry Kellner will join HISD Board President Greg Meyers, Board Member Harvin Moore and Superintendent Terry Grier to tour Lee High School on Monday, January 10, from 10 am to 12 pm. Lee High School (6529 Beverly Hill, 77057) is one of nine schools in the Apollo 20 school turnaround project. 

The Greater Houston Partnership is an enthusiastic supporter of Apollo 20. In an Op-Ed published on Sunday, December 12, the partnership’s Chairman, Patrick Oxford, and Larry Kellner said, “HISD’s ambitious plan has already drawn attention from savvy business leaders, who are rating HISD as a solid buy under [HISD Superintendent Terry] Grier's leadership. Local organizations and foundations have contributed nearly $2 million to the endeavor and others have indicated a willingness to invest in Apollo 20 as well.” 


Apollo 20 students have a longer school day, a longer school year, high dosage math tutoring in the 6th and 9th grades and a double dose of the subject in which they are most behind. The Apollo schools are staffed by effective principals and teachers who use individual student academic data to drive instruction.

There are early signs of improvement at Apollo schools. The 250 math tutors hired to help students at all nine schools have been tracking progress with regular math exams and are seeing double-digit gains. At Lee High School the increase is more than 20 percent. Attendance is up while the number of disciplinary referrals and dropouts is down. 

The number of Apollo schools will expand from nine to 20 in the 2011-12 school year. The nine Apollo 20 schools are: Attucks, Dowling, Fondren, Key and Ryan Middle Schools and Jones, Kashmere, Lee and Sharpstown High Schools.


Business leaders expected to tour the Apollo program at Lee High School are: Elaine Barber, GHP Vice President of Public Policy; Lori Vetters, President and CEO of Inland Resources; Kelly Frels, Chairman of the Center for Houston’s Future and Senior Partner of Bracewell and Giuliani; Willie Alexander, President of W.J. Alexander & Associates and Laura Sayavedra, Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Spectra Energy Partners.  Vetters, Frels, and Alexander  are also GHP Board Members and Sayavedra is Chair of GHP’s K-12 Committee.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
