HISD statement in response to Harris County D.A.’s decision related to Sharpstown HS administrators

The Harris County District Attorney’s Office reached an agreement with Sharpstown High School Principal Robert Gasparello and Assistant Principal Silvio Leiva Monday that will resolve the matter which led to their temporary reassignment. Additionally, the District Attorney’s Office dropped all charges against Assistant Principal Jason Thomson, who had also been reassigned. 

All three – Mr. Gasparello, Mr. Leiva, and Mr. Thomson – will be reinstated into their previous administrative positions at Sharpstown High School. The three are expected to report to the school this week.

The District Attorney’s office made the announcement through a press release; however, it  inaccurately suggests that HISD policies related to reporting child abuse are not in compliance with state law. 

HISD’s position is that while we have agreed to consider revisions to the policy, the current policy is and has always, followed state law. The policy (FFG) requires any person “who has cause to believe that a child’s physical or mental health or welfare has been adversely affected by abuse or neglect by any person shall immediately make a report.”  

Additionally, the district requires school professionals to report the incident within 48 hours. The same policy explicitly states that “Any professional who has cause to believe that a child has been or may be abused or neglected shall make a report as required by law. The report must be made within 48 hours after the professional first suspects abuse or neglect.”

The safety of all HISD students is a top priority. We will continue to train district employees – teachers, principals, support staff and others – on the proper ways to prevent and report instances of child abuse and neglect.[image: image1.jpg]HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with
282 schools and nearly 212,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan
area with more than 28,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.HoustonISD.org.
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