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HISD, Houston Symphony, BBVA Compass to announce new music program at Crespo Elementary

	What:
	Houston Independent School District, Houston Symphony and BBVA Compass will unveil a new classical music program at Crespo Elementary School. The school has been selected to feature the new Houston Symphony School Residency program, which aims to teach students how to listen to, compose and perform orchestral music. 

                                

The three-year pilot program funded by BBVA Compass uses music training to support students’ overall academic achievement and will reach more than 400 economically disadvantaged students. 

An arts magnet school, Crespo boasts a school-wide fine arts program where every student in third through fifth grades has the opportunity to specialize in either art, band, music, dance, drama or technology. Research shows that HISD students who received two or more years of sequential fine arts instruction had increased academic performance and decreased disciplinary actions. 

The music program is inspired by a time-tested and respected initiative pioneered by the New York Philharmonic and is the first of its kind in Houston.

Media Note: Following the press announcement, media are invited to visit a third-grade music classroom to capture Houston Symphony Community Embedded Musicians leading a music lesson. Students and musicians will be available for interviews after the lesson ends at 11 a.m.



	Who:
	HISD Chief Academic Officer Andrew Houlihan, Crespo Elementary School Principal Auden Sarabia, Houston Symphony Executive Director/CEO Mark C. Hanson, BBVA Compass Chairman/CEO Manolo Sánchez, Houston Symphony Community Embedded Musicians Anthony Parce and David Connor, Crespo Elementary students

	When:
	Friday, Oct. 23, 2015, 10:30 a.m.
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	Where:
	Crespo Elementary School, 7500 Office City Dr., 77012

                                


