



Bellaire High School Alumnus Named 2012 Rhodes Scholar

Class of 2007 member is second Bellaire graduate to earn the title

November 21, 2011 - Bellaire High School graduate Anand Habib has been named a 2012 Rhodes Scholar.  Habib, a National Merit Scholar who served as the valedictorian of his high school class in 2007, graduated from Stanford University in June with a bachelor of science in biology and honors in international security studies.  Habib is currently working as a public health fellow at a clinic in Haiti, said his mother, Geetha Habib.

“It is pure joy that all his hard work has finally come to fruition,” she said. “We are deeply grateful to all the teachers and staff at HISD who mentored him and helped him with his education.”   She said her son was shocked and deeply grateful. 

“It is still sinking in for him,” she said. “He never thought he would accomplish this great honor. He is still coming to grips with it.”

Habib distinguished himself as a leader of many public service programs at Stanford, and in communities in California, Texas, India, Mexico, Guatemala and Haiti, according to The Rhodes Trust. He also won top university awards for his academic work.


During his time at Bellaire High School, Habib was a member of the National Honor Society and the Spanish National Honor Society and a National Advanced Placement Scholar. Biology was his favorite subject and he was a semifinalist in both the USA Biology Olympiad and the Siemens Competition. 


He also received a “Degree of Superior Distinction” from the National Forensics League and won first place in the Economics Challenge state competition. Habib was a member of the Model United Nations and the Debate Team.


Prior to his time at Bellaire High School, he attended HISD’s Edgar Lovett Elementary and then T. H. Rogers Elementary and Middle Schools. 

“This is our second Rhodes Scholar,” said Bellaire High School G/T Coordinator Jamey Schaaf. “I think it just goes to show that you can get a world class, quality education at a public high school.” 


Bellaire High School Class of 2006 alumnus Steven Mo was named a 2010 Rhodes Scholar.


One of the world’s most prestigious academic awards, the Rhodes Scholarship provides all expenses for two or three years of study at the University of Oxford in England, and may allow funding in some instances for four years. 

Habib plans to do masters’ degrees in public policy and medical anthropology at Oxford. He hopes to one day earn a medical degree and pursue a career in community or global heath. 

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 281 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 

For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org
