

Elves Brighten the Holidays for Some 

HISD Students


Students Make a Pact to Improve in School and Reap Benefits for their Hard Work

December 7, 2011- The Houston Independent School District is joining with an organization that 

exemplifies the best in Houston holiday traditions to deliver more than 2,000 bicycles to students of eight HISD schools.  The bikes will be given Friday, December 16 and Saturday, December 17, to students who keep a promise to make improvements in the four A’s: academics, attitude, attendance and after-school participation.

The organization Elves & More will deliver the bicycles to students of Bastian, Hines-Caldwell, Longfellow, Golfcrest, J.R. Harris, Eliot, and Sutton Elementary Schools, and the Young Men’s College Preparatory Academy.  


“Many of these children might not otherwise have the chance to own their own bike. And for many, the bicycles provide easy transportation to and from home and after-school activities,” said HISD Superintendent Terry Grier. “Every student receiving a bicycle has demonstrated a level of personal responsibility that we are proud to reward.”


The generous Houston community made the event possible, said Elves & More Executive Director Rebecca Roberts, 


“Individuals and corporations from the Houston area have really stepped up in these tough economic times,” Roberts said. “But the children have stepped up as well. By writing contracts and upholding their pledge to work harder, the children have earned these bikes.”

Volunteers from Elves & More will visit the eight HISD campuses on Friday December 16 and Saturday December 17. Other HISD business partners will be on hand to provide important items such as helmets and protective gear to the children.

Among those on hand as the children at Eliot Elementary receive their bicycles will be Conroe native and BMX Biking Olympian Kyle Bennet.  Bennet will talk to the students about the joy of riding and share some safety information. 

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
