

HISD Apollo 20 Schools Offering Tours 
February 25, 2011 – Parents who are interested in enrolling their child in one of HISD’s Apollo 20 schools or who want to learn more about the program are encouraged to tour of one of the nine schools that are currently part of the district’s school turnaround model. 
School and district staff will be holding one-hour tours, once a month, over the next three months starting in March. The tours will offer an opportunity to see learning and teaching in action and a chance to ask questions and interact with school leadership at the school.

Early results at the Apollo 20 schools are promising and students are on pace to make great strides this year. Student attendance rates are up at every school, disciplinary suspensions rates are down, and the high-quality math tutors working with sixth and ninth graders are helping to drive student achievement. On average, students enrolled in 2-to-1 tutorials in Apollo 20 Schools have shown growth of nearly 30 percent on math assessments.

The Apollo 20 initiative began in the fall at five middle schools and four high schools, where students are benefitting from a longer school year, longer days, and intensive 2-to-1 math tutoring. Apollo students who are below grade level in math or English Language Arts spend double the standard amount of time in those classes.

The Apollo high schools are Jones, Kashmere, Lee and Sharpstown. The five middle schools are Attucks, Dowling, Fondren, Key and Ryan.

There are five key tenets to the Apollo model developed through the research of Dr. Roland Fryer and the Education Innovation Laboratory at Harvard University. Those tenets are: effective principals and teachers, more time on task, data-driven instruction, high-dosage tutoring, and a culture of high expectations for all.. 
See below for a list of dates for school tours. Times vary by school. To RSVP, call 713 556-6819 or email sharris7@houstonisd.org.
Apollo 20 School Tours

Dates: March 7, April 11, May 2

Middle Schools




High Schools
Attucks
10:30-11:30 a.m.

            
Jones

9:00-10:00 a.m.

Dowling
9:30-10:30 a.m.


Kashmere
9:00-10:00 a.m.

Fondren
8:30-9:30 a.m.


Lee

9:00-10:00 a.m.

Key

9:00-10:00 a.m.


Sharpstown
9:00-10:00 a.m.

Ryan 

9:00-10:00 a.m.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
