



Recommended High School Graduation Plan, School Closures up for Consideration at Board Meeting
Administration to ask board approval for new graduation plan that includes Algebra II; Jones High School, Dodson Elementary to be considered for closure
March 11, 2014 – The Houston Independent School District Board of Trustees will review proposals to close Jones High School and Dodson Elementary School and vote on new policies associated with House Bill 5 during the March 13 board meeting.

During Monday’s Board Agenda Review Meeting several options for each of the schools were presented. Among the new options to be considered by the board: move the Montessori program at Dodson Elementary to Blackshear Elementary. The students in special education classes at Dodson will also be relocated to Blackshear or other nearby schools. The establishment of a career training high school to serve the southern part of the city is being considered for Jones High School. This option would occur after the facility is used as swing space for the next two or three years. Adjusted attendance boundaries for Billy Reagan K-8 will also be considered. 
Administrators are also recommending that the HISD Board of Education approve an official graduation plan for high school students. The district’s recommended graduation plan, will require this year’s eighth-graders — the Class of 2018 — to study under the new 26-credit Distinguished Level of Achievement Plan with an Endorsement — and take Algebra II at the appropriate time — which will make them eligible for automatic admission into state universities if they graduate in the top 10% of their class. 
The board will also vote on new or clarified district attendance policies and a new grading policy to ensure that a student’s grade reflects the student’s level or degree of mastery of an assignment. These and several other approvals are required to support the roll out plans to implement HB 5, the new law passed by the Texas Legislature that revamps graduation, testing and accountability requirements.
Other items of note include request to expand the Mandarin Chinese Language Immersion Magnet through the eighth grade. 
The board’s regular monthly meeting begins at 4 p.m. on Thursday, March 13 in the board auditorium of the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center (4400 W. 18th Street). 
The board is scheduled to receive status updates on a number of projects and vote on several programs, contracts, and grants. For a full copy of the Board meeting agenda, click here.  The board meeting will be carried live on HISD’s website and on the HISD Channel, which can be found on Comcast Channel 18 or AT&T Channel 99.
                                                                                                                                           

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 282 schools and 210,000 students. The 334-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with more than 25,000 employees. 

For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.

                                                                                                                                        
