

Houston Radio Station Launches Apollo 20 Contest
School with Best Scores and Best Attendance Will Win
March 21, 2011 - Houston’s 97.9 The Box and its parent company, Radio One, are offering an incentive to study harder and attend Saturday School for the students of HISD’s Apollo 20 schools. This week, radio personalities James “J Mac” Garrett and Terri Thomas of the “Madd Hatta Morning Show” will visit all nine Apollo schools to announce a special contest. 

James "J Mac" Garrett has been a fixture on Houston radio for nearly two decades, first at KMJQ and now as a key player on the highly-rated Madd Hatta Morning Show on KBXX 97.9. He’s an entertainer, comedian, musician and award-winning radio personality. He’s also an avid reader, so when he heard about HISD’s efforts to turn around struggling schools, he wanted to get involved in the Apollo 20 project.

 “My mother is a retired teacher and encouraged my brother and me to read endlessly,” Garrett said. “So when I heard about Apollo 20, I was eager to share my passion with the kids and motivate them to follow their dreams!"

 The station’s program director, Terri Thomas, also wanted to get involved, so this week Garrett and Thomas, who is also an author and motivational speaker, are visiting all nine Apollo schools to announce a contest in which the winning school will get a pep rally; live on the air with 97.9 The Box's Madd Hatta Morning Show. The schools will compete in two categories - Best Content Mastery scores and Best Saturday School Attendance. The school with the best overall ranking wins. 

At the core of the Apollo 20 Project to turn around struggling schools is the commitment to a quality teacher in every classroom and an outstanding principal leading every school. Students benefit from a longer school year, longer days and intensive 2-on-1 math tutoring.  Apollo students also get a double dose of class time in subjects in which they are below grade level. As a result, scores on unit assessments are up. 
At the same time, disciplinary suspension rates are down at Apollo schools and student attendance rates are up. In the fall of 2011, eleven elementary schools will be added to the project bringing the total number of schools up to 20.


Apollo 20 School Improvement Officer Jeremy Beard said, “The public support for Apollo has been tremendous. We are so pleased to welcome 97.9 The Box as our latest partner. I know that our students will be thrilled and they will be motivated to succeed on mastering content skills.”

The schedule for this week’s school visits is as follows:

	3/22/11
	KASHMERE HS
	11:00-12:00

	3/22/11
	KEY MS
	12:30-1:30

	3/22/11
	RYAN MS
	       2:00-3:00

	3/23/11
	LEE HS
	11:00-12:00

	3/23/11
	SHARPSTOWN HS
	12:30-1:30

	3/23/11
	FONDREN MS
	        2:00-3:00

	3/24/11
	aTTUCKS ms
	11:00-12:00

	3/24/11
	jonES HS
	12:30-1:30

	3/24/11
	DOWLING MS
	        2:00-3:00


The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
