

HISD Student Among This Year’s Barbara Jordan Media Award Winners
March 23, 2011 - Among the winners of this year’s Barbara Jordan Media Awards is a photographer from TIME Magazine, a journalist from Texas Monthly and one student -- a 16-year-old sophomore from HISD’s Barbara Jordan High School for Careers (5800 Eastex Freeway, 77026).

Gabriela Hanrahan won for a series of posters she created entitled “The Deaf Are Just Like Everyone Else.” She will receive her award on April 16 in Austin. The awards are given by the Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities for works in media that accurately and positively portray individuals with disabilities. 


For her posters, Gabriella chose a subject with which she is intimately familiar. Gabriella is hearing impaired. According to her teacher, Marvin Howard, Gabriela created four posters with bright pictures of young people and messages about how deaf people want to be seen. The posters contain messages such as: 
· “How do you see deaf people?” 

· “There’s nothing wrong with being deaf.”

· “Expand your life. Talk with a deaf person today.”

The posters were designed as a part of a creative project for her advertising and graphic design class. Howard says Gabriela loves cartooning and drawing. Howard said, “She wanted to come up with something that would bring people around to a different way of thinking about how young deaf people want to be seen.” 
When asked about the award, Gabriela said, “I am happy and excited but I don’t want the meaning of my project to get lost in the fuss over me creating it. I’m really kind of shy.”
But that fuss and the publicity it could generate could make a dream come true. Gabriela and her parents would like to find an organization to cover the cost of printing the posters so they can be distributed to schools around the country. 

Gabriela also received a national award for the poster series from the Rochester Institute of Technology National Technical Institute for the Deaf. 
 The award and the high school Gabriela attends are named after the late Congresswoman Barbara Jordan, known for her extraordinary communication skills as well as the racial and gender barriers she shattered. In the years leading to her death in 1996, Jordan used a wheelchair because of multiple sclerosis.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
