

HISD’S Inspired for Excellence Academy Students to Receive “Blessings in a Backpack”
March 31, 2011–A few years ago, Principal Letha Gilmore noticed that many of her students came to school hungry after having the weekend off. As the Inspired for Excellence Academy leader sought assistance, she came across a program called “Blessings in a Backpack.”  The national program provides weekend nourishment to elementary school children whose families qualify for the federal Free and Reduced Price Meal program.  Each Friday, students receive a backpack full of food staples to share with their family.

Gilmore filled out an application for the program and forgot about it, until recently. That’s when she received a call informing her that not only was her school selected for the “Blessings in a Backpack” program but Green Bay Packers wide receiver and Milby High School alumnus Donald Driver along with Houston-born actress Hilary Duff had donated the cost to underwrite the program at her school.
“I am truly thankful for everyone’s efforts to make this happen,” says Gilmore. “The parents of my students are often working and they're not at home because they need to keep two jobs. Some are single parents. Some kids have no food. This program will ensure that these children get a good meal.”
On Friday, April 1, representatives from H-E-B and the Donald Driver Foundation will meet at 2:30 p.m. with school staff at Inspired for Excellence Academy (6333 South Braeswood) to load up backpacks with food for the children to take home over the weekend. Joining the group will be Donald Driver’s mother, Faye Gray. 

H-E-B will be providing the food to fill each backpack and will help school staff manage the weekly logistics of getting the food from the grocery store to the school where the backpacks will be loaded with ready-to-eat food items such as fruit roll ups, juice boxes, instant noodles, peanut butter, mac & cheese, cereal, pop tarts, etc. 
$80 feeds a child in the “Blessings in a Backpack” program for an entire school year. Since the program began in 2005, it has fed more than 40,000 children in 31 states and two countries. For more information, visit www.blessingsinabackpack.org.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
