

Pershing Middle School Named as “Texas School to Watch”
March 31, 2011– HISD’s Pershing Middle School is one of only 11 schools named as “Texas Schools to Watch” by the Texas Middle School Association. Pershing was selected by state leaders for its academic excellence, responsiveness to the needs and interests of young adolescents, and its commitment to helping all students achieve at high levels.
 “I am extremely excited that the Pershing community is being recognized for its efforts in ensuring that all of our students are lifelong learners ready for college, career, and citizenship,” said Principal Robin Lowe. 
As part of the selection process, representatives from the Texas Middle School Association visited Pershing in January.  Among other things, they interviewed students, parents, teachers, building and district administrators, and support staff members.  They also visited classrooms during a school day and examined data and documentation.
“Pershing is an outstanding example of what will happen when a school and its community continually keeps its eyes on student achievement,” said HISD Chief Middle School Officer Dallas Dance. “The school has strong leadership, teachers who collaborate to improve curriculum and instruction, and an unwavering commitment to ensuring there is a focus on each child within its walls.” 

Pershing will be recognized this summer along with other schools from across the nation as part of the National Schools to Watch Conference in Washington D.C. A school celebration will be held on April 29 and will include visitors from the state committee as well as district administrators and support staff members.  An assembly showcasing Pershing’s many talented students will cap off the celebration. 
This is the first year Texas has participated in the National Schools to Watch program founded by the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform. The National Forum is an alliance of more than 60 educators, researchers, and officers of national associations and foundations dedicated to improving schools for young adolescents across the country 
Each year the Texas Schools to Watch program will identify schools throughout the state that are academically excellent, developmentally responsive, socially equitable, and structured for success. The sites represent a wide range of student demographics and size. All are characterized by their successful implementation of Texas Standards, their ongoing quest for school improvement, their organizational structures, and their dependence on data as the impetus to drive instruction and practice. For more information on the program, visit www.texasschoolstowatch.com.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
