

HISD to Launch New Special Education Data-Management System
March 9, 2011 – Teachers and principals at HISD schools will soon begin using a new, special education data-management system in an effort to improve the services offered to the 16,000-plus special education students within the district. 
The new system, called EasyIEP, is web based and will be used to handle individualized education programs, also known as IEP’s, which are required by federal and state regulations for all special needs students enrolled in the public education system. Seventeen HISD schools will participate in the soft launch of the system in April, followed by a districtwide launch in August. 
“EasyIEP will streamline the tasks and efforts of teachers and administrators when it comes to managing the IEP reports for the most important people in the special education process, the students,” said Sowmya Kumar, HISD Assistant Superintendent of Special Education Services. “The data will now all be in one place and at the fingertips of anyone who needs access, which in turn will help us not only provide better services for our students but track their progress and make adjustments when necessary.”

District psychologists, related service providers, evaluation specialists, and speech therapists assigned to the 17 pilot schools will begin training on the system in late March; while school based staff will begin their training in mid April. 
 EasyIEP will not only help to ensure that records for special education students contain the most up-to-date information but will hold everyone involved in the development and implementation of a student IEP accountable by employing such features as:

· Virtual file cabinets that store student-specific education data and documents which can be easily retrieved and disseminated among parties involved
· Compliance and event alerts that inform users when compliance is or will be compromised and when events such as meetings are due
· Customized reports from data stored in the system
· EasyFax, a tool that allows the capture and conversion of paper documents to a paperless format
· Service provider and teacher credential tracking 
The 17 schools involved in the pilot program to launch in April are: Black Middle, CEP (SE), CEP (SW), Community Services, Cullen Middle, Garden Oaks Elementary, Gregg Elementary, Golfcrest Elementary, Hamilton Middle, Harper Alternative School, Jones High School, Lamar High School, Lanier Middle, Longfellow Elementary, Sinclair Elementary, Thompson Elementary, and Waltrip High School.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
