

HISD Students Win Big at 
Regional Science Fair 

Eight to move on to compete at Intel International Science and 
Engineer Fair in Los Angeles
April 13, 2011–Eight HISD students will represent Texas and the United States next month at the upcoming Intel International Science and Engineering Fair after facing some fierce competition from their district peers and from students across Texas.

More than 270 HISD students competed against students from 23 different counties from throughout Texas at last weekend’s 52nd Annual Science Engineering Fair of Houston (SEFH), which was held at the George R. Brown Convention Center. SEFH serves as the regional fair for all public, private, charter, and home schooled junior and senior high school students in Harris County and Southeast Texas. 
Twenty-one HISD students were place winners at the regional fair and 33 students from HISD secondary schools received special rewards for their projects. Of the 14 students selected from SEFH to compete at the international level, 8 are from HISD. Below is more information about each student and his or her project.

Andy Tran

School: DeBakey High School for Health Professions

Project Title: Chitosan Nanoparticle Uptake for Cancer Therapy

Omkar Joshi 

School: Bellaire High School.

Project Title: Collision Course:4486 Mithra

Thomas Kuncewic

School: DeBakey High School for Health Professions

Project Title: Trafficking Chitosan Nanoparticles in HepG2 Cells

Alyssa Blackburn and Gina Toumajian

School: Bellaire High School.

Project Title: Correlations between Health Behavior and Peer/Parent Behavior

Serene Yu, Kaiser Tin-U, and Kimberly Vu

School: DeBakey High School for Health Professions

Project Title: Harnessing the Sun Using Natural Dyes for Energy
These eight students will travel to Los Angeles May 8-13 for the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair. There they will compete against more than 1,600 high school students from 60 countries for more than $4 million in awards, prizes, and scholarships. 
HISD’s Secondary Science Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment department has been working closely with the Strategic Partnerships department to increase interest and participation in the regional science fair.  Since their collaboration began, several close partnerships have been established with local businesses and organizations which are providing mentorships and incentives for students who submit a science fair project.  For example, each HISD student who participated in this year’s SEFH will receive free tickets to the Houston Museum of Natural Science. Over the past two years, HISD student participation in the regional fair has nearly doubled and the number of district winners and students advancing to the international competition continues to increase. 
“I want to personally congratulate these students for this amazing achievement and I want to recognize all those HISD students who submitted a project at the regional fair,” said HISD Board President Paula Harris. “By exposing our students to science, technology, engineering, and math we are preparing them to compete and be successful in a global arena. This is a major step in the district’s efforts to promote academic rigor and provide students with a challenging STEM curriculum that stimulates creativity and problem solving.”
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
