

Three HISD Students Win 
National Merit Scholarships

April 20, 2011 - The National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) announced today that three HISD seniors were among the first group of 1,000 high school students nationwide to win the Merit Scholarship Awards in 2011.

The corporate-sponsored National Merit Scholarship awards are financed by more than 200 companies, foundations and other business organizations. Corporations sponsor the scholarships for children of their employees, residents of communities the company serves, or students who plan to pursue college majors or careers they wish to encourage.  Most of the awards are renewable for up to four years of college undergraduate study and provide annual stipends that range from $500 to $10,000 per year. Some provide a single payment between $2,500 and $5,000. The HISD winners are:

Bellaire High School 

· Luther Fan, who plans to study political science and law, won the National Merit Balfour Publishing Scholarship.  

· Julie B. Strickland, who plans to study engineering, won the National Merit Insperity Scholarship. 

Westside High School

· Sandy S. Qi , who plans a career in scientific research, received the National Merit BP Foundation , INC. Scholarship
More than 1.5 million students in over 22,000 U.S. high schools entered the competition when they took the 2009 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test, which served as an initial screen of program entrants. Nearly 16,000 students made the semifinals and more than 15,000 advanced to the finalist level.  Each finalist has an outstanding academic record, was endorsed by his or her principal, earned qualifying SAT scores, and wrote personal essays.  They also had a strong combination of academic skills and achievements, extracurricular accomplishments, and potential for success in rigorous college studies.

This is the first of four announcements scheduled in 2011. On May 4, recipients of National Merit® $2500 Scholarships will be named, and on May 25 and July 11, winners of college-sponsored awards will be announced. By the conclusion of this year’s competition, about 7,800 students will have won National Merit Scholarships worth nearly $35 million.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
