

HISD Fifth- and Eighth-Graders Show Progress on TAKS Test
More students at both grade levels reaching Texas’ higher “commended” levels

April 28, 2011 – The percentage of Houston ISD students reaching the “commended” level on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) increased this year among fifth- and eighth-grade students in math and reading.


Students must significantly exceed the state’s minimum passing standards in order to reach “commended” performance levels, which are a better indicator of whether students are on track to be ready for college. The exams were administered earlier this spring. Students will have one more opportunity to take the exams before the Texas Education Agency tabulates this year’s results for school ratings purposes.
Fifth-Grade Results


The percentage of HISD students scoring at the “commended” level on the fifth-grade reading exam increased 5 percentage points from 2010, to 33 percent. The passing rate increased by 3 points, to 84 percent.


On the math exam, 40 percent of fifth-grade students reached the “commended” level, which is a 1 percentage point increase from 2010. The math passing rate also increased 1 point, to 86 percent.

Eighth-Grade Results


Among eighth-grade students, 37 percent are now performing at the “commended” level in reading, a 2 percentage point increase from last year. The overall passing rate in reading, however, declined 1 point, and now stands at 86 percent.


In math, 21 percent of HISD eighth-grade students are now performing at the “commended” level, which represents a 2-point jump from 2010. The math passing rate increased 3 points, to 77 percent.

Apollo Student Achievement Growth 

There are five middle schools (Key, Dowling, Attucks, Ryan, and Fondren) in the Apollo 20 school turnaround program. The eighth-grade scores are the first TAKS results to be released for those students. The state will release scores for other grade levels later in the year.

Academic growth was especially strong among Apollo 20 students when this year’s eighth-grade scores are compared to those same students’ scores last year on the seventh-grade exams. Of these students for whom HISD has at least two years of TAKS data:

· 69 percent passed the eighth-grade math exam. In the seventh grade, 61 percent of them passed. This 8-point increase compares to the district-wide increase of 4 percentage points.

· 83 percent passed the eighth-grade reading exam. In the seventh grade, 70 percent of them passed. This 13-point increase compares to the district-wide increase of 9 percentage points.

The academic growth is most pronounced when the scores of Apollo 20 students who participated in double-dose instructional time in either math or reading are compared to those same students’ scores last year on the seventh-grade exam. Students who entered the eighth grade below grade level in either subject were given an extra instructional period in that subject this year.

· 70 percent of students receiving double-dose math instruction passed the eighth-grade math exam. In the seventh grade, 49 percent of them passed.

· 76 percent of students receiving double-dose reading instruction passed the eighth-grade reading exam. In the seventh grade, 56 percent of them passed.

Overall Results for Eighth-Grade Apollo 20 Students

The overall passing rates among Apollo 20 students on the eighth-grade reading and math exams also increased compared to 2010. 

· The percentage of Apollo 20 students passing the reading exam increased by 1 percentage point to 80 percent, compared to the 1 percentage-point decrease experienced by the district overall. 

· The percentage of Apollo 20 students reaching the “commended” level in reading increased 2 percentage points to 23 percent, mirroring the same rate of increase as the district.

· The overall passing rate among Apollo 20 students on the math exam increased by 2 percentage points to 65 percent, 1 percentage point less than the district’s increase.

· The percentage of Apollo 20 students reaching the “commended” level in math increased 2 percentage points to 11 percent, which is the same rate of increase as the district. 

The Apollo 20 program relies on five tenets that have been shown to produce positive results at the nation’s top public schools, including charters. The tenets are:

Human capital (Effective principal and teachers in every school)

More instructional time (Longer school year and longer school days)

Use of data-driven instruction (Giving teachers and parents complete information about each child’s progress)

High-dosage tutoring (In-school math tutoring for all sixth- and ninth-graders; double-dose math or reading instruction based on the subject in which they are most behind for students at other grade levels)

Culture of high expectations for all (All students performing on or above grade level and making plans to attend college)

The first step toward turning a school around, research shows, is changing the culture. At HISD’s Apollo 20 schools, attendance rates are up from last year and there has been a decline in the number of student disciplinary suspensions. At the Apollo 20 high schools, 93 percent of graduating seniors have already been accepted into a two- or four-year college or university. Research on the impact of school turnaround efforts also shows that such initiatives typically require years to produce clear results.

Note: Because of upcoming changes in the state’s accountability system, results for all students tested on the TAKS, including special education students taking the accommodated and modified versions were included in the figures cited in this press release.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
