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PURPOSE 
This pol icy establishes  guidelines for decis ion-making regarding vehicular pursuits 
within the HISD Police Department.  This directive applies to a l l  H ISD Police department 
personnel.  
 

DEFINITIONS 
Authorized Emergency Vehicle:   A vehic le equipped with operable emergency 
equipment designated by state law.  
 
Authorized Pursuits:   The decis ion to engage in a motor vehicle pursuit  is  dependent  
upon the abil ity of an officer,  supervisor,  or command staff  member to assess the need 
to pursue and the risk  of injury involved.  
 
Motor Vehicle Pursuits:   A motor vehicle pursuit  occurs when  an officer operating a  
marked emergency vehicle  attempts to stop or apprehend a suspect who refuses to  
stop while operating a motor vehicle.  The suspect must exhibit  one of the fol lowing 
types of conduct:  
 

a)  A wil l ing disregard for  personal safety or the safety of others to  avoid  
 arrest;  and;  
b)  Refusal to obey an off icer's  repeated s ignal to stop.  

 
Primary Unit :   The police unit  which init iates a pursuit  or any unit  which assumes 
control of the pursuit  
 
Secondary unit :  Any police vehic le that becomes a backup to the primary unit  and 
fol lows the primary unit  safely.  
 
Vehicular Pursuit:   An active attempt by an officer in an authorized emergency vehicle 
to apprehend a f leeing suspect act ively attempting to elude the police.  
 

VEHICULAR PURSUITS 
Vehicular pursuits of  f leeing suspects can present a  danger to the l ives of the publ ic,  
off icers,  and suspects involved in the pursuit .  It  is  the responsibil ity of the HISD Pol ice  
department to assist  off icers in the safe performance of their duties.  To fulf i l l  these 
obligations,  it  shall  be the policy of this law enforcement agency to regulate how 
vehicular pursuits are undertaken and performed. The officer may init iate or continue 
a pursuit  only if  a l l  th e fol lowing requirements are met:  
 

a)  An officer,  in good faith,  reasonably  believes that under the 
circumstances,  the need to  apprehend the suspect immediately  
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outweighs the potential  r isk of  harm to the public in  init iat ing or  
continuing the pursuit .    
 

b)  As required by departmental policy and Texas Supreme Court case law, 
the off icer must constantly evaluate the r isk and factors  involved when 
init iating or cont inuing a pursuit.  Those factors include,  but are not  
l imited to:  

 
1.  The seriousness of the crime to which the officer responds.  
2.  Whether an officer's immediate presence is  necessary to  

apprehend the suspect or prevent injury or loss of l i fe .  
3.  Alternative courses of  action, if  any, avai lable to achieve a  

comparable  result.  
4.  In addit ion to the above factors,  off icers wi l l  continue to evaluate  

the fol lowing:  
•  Knowledge about the suspect  being pursued. If  enough  

information exists to f i le a warrant ,  off icers wil l  be expected 
to discont inue the pursuit .  

•  The observable driving behavior of the suspect being  
pursued ( i .e. ,  is  the suspect driving while  intoxicated or  
driving reckless ly).  

•  Performance capabil it ies of the vehicle being pursued.  
•  Road condit ions.  
•  Weather.  
•  Population density.  
•  Vehicular and pedestr ian traff ic;  and  
•  The presence of other  persons in the pol ice vehicle  

 
Officers wi l l  continually assess the nature and severity of  harm their  actions could 
cause, the l ikel ihood of any harm, and whether any r isk of harm would be apparent to  
a reasonably prudent off ice r.  
 

VEHICLES ELIGIBLE TO USE IN PURSUITS  
An officer  may init iate  or cont inue a pursuit  only if  a l l  the fol lowing requirements are 
met. The officer pol ice vehicle is:  
 

a)  Marked pol ice vehicle  equipped with working emergency l ights and 
sirens.   

b)  Believed to be in sound mechanical  condit ion inc luding, but  not l imited 
to,  brakes,  steering, and police radio system; and  

c)  Emergency l ights and sirens shal l  a lways be activated during a vehicle 
pursuit .  

 
Police off icers in unmarked pol ice vehic les,  who reasonably suspect a criminal offense 
has occurred and immediate act ion is  warranted, may attempt to fol low a f leeing 
vehicle unti l  a marked unit  with operable emergency equipment arrives to  init iate the 
pursuit .  
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Vehic les transporting prisoners,  witnesses,  suspects,  complainants,  or other non -
police personnel wi l l  not be used to init iate  or part icipate in any pursuits.  
 

DISPATCH NOTIFICATION 
Officers init iat ing a pursuit  wi l l  promptly not ify the dispatcher when a pursuit  s ituation 
exists.  The information transmitted to the dispatcher should include the fol lowing:  
 

a)  Unit  number.  
b)  Present location.  
c)  Where the pursuit  began.  
d)  The direction of travel .  
e)  Reason for the pursuit .  
f)  Descript ion of the f leeing vehicle (e.g.,  make, model,  color,  l icense  
 number) .  
g)  Descript ion and number of occupants in the f leeing vehicle ,  and 
h)  Estimated speed of the f leeing vehicle.  

 

DISPATCH RESPONSIBILITIES 
It  is  the responsibil ity  of  the primary unit  to immediately noti fy the dispatcher when 
the f leeing motorist  init iates  evasive measures.  The dispatcher shall  immediately 
request  a supervisor to monitor the pursuit.  If  a supervisor does not respond, an on -
duty patrol supervisor  wil l  b e ass igned to the pursuit .    
 
Due to the imminent  dangers of vehicular  pursuits,  radio transmiss ions not concerning 
the pursuit  should be kept to  a minimum. Al l  units not directly involved in the 
apprehension effort  wil l  refrain from non-emergency transmiss ions.  
 
Upon engaging in pursuit,  the officer shall  notify dispatch of the location, direction,  
and speed of the pursuit,  the description of the pursued vehic le,  and the init ia l  purpose 
of the stop. The off icer shal l  keep dispatch updated on the pursuit .  Dispatch shal l  
notify any available supervisor of the pursuit,  c lear  the radio channel of emergency 
traff ic,  and relay necessary information to other off icers and jur isdict ions.  
 
I f  the pursuit  appears  heading for another jurisdict ion or  the freeway, dispatch shall  
inform the other agency  of the pursuit.    
 

SUPERVISORS' RESPONSIBILITIES 
The designated on-duty f ield supervisor or any other on -duty supervisor:  
 

a)  Wil l  be in command of the pursuit .  The f ie ld supervisor wi l l  immediately  
and brief ly advise the dispatch if  the pursuit  should continue based on 
communication and assessing the circumstances.  

b)  Monitor al l  radio communicat ions re lated to the pursuit  and make every 
effort to ensure only authorized units part icipate.  

c)  Continual ly assess the pursuit  and its changing c ircumstances .   
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d)  Terminate the pursuit  if  it  is  determined the off icers  have sufficient 
information to establ ish probable cause for the criminal activity and the 
suspect 's identity,  making f i l ing a  to-be warrant feasible.  However,  this  
does not apply to a case in which the nature of the criminal act ivity (e.g.,  
deadly weapon involved, serious bodily injury infl icted, hostage taken, or 
a f lagrant DWI) is  such that the need to take the suspect  into custody 
immediately;  

e)  May become involved in the pursuit  if  nearby and provided the 
superv isor's  marked police vehic le has  working emergency equipment.  

f)  If  not nearby,  wil l  proceed to the location as expedit iously as  possible  
while obeying al l  traff ic  laws;  and  

g)  Wil l  immediately go to the scene where the pursuit  has ended and take 
appropriate actions.  

 
 

PARTICIPATING UNITS 
When not if ied of a pursuit,  the dispatcher wi l l  designate the init ial  pursuing vehic le as  
the primary unit .  The dispatcher wi l l  also designate a secondary unit  and a f ield 
superv isor unit .  The primary and secondary units wil l  be the only pol ice vehicles  
authorized to pursue the f leeing vehicle(s)  unless  the f ield supervisor approves 
addit ional units.  A f ield supervisor  may appro ve addit ional  units if  any of the fol lowing 
situat ions ex ist:  
 

a)  There is  an insuff icient number of off icers  in  the authorized units to  
effect an arrest safe ly.  

b)  An authorized unit  cannot cont inue the pursuit ,  or the dispatcher has 
been informed an authorized unit  is  terminating its  involvement.  In this  
case, the f ield supervisor wil l  authorize replacement units as  needed.  

c)  The authorized secondary unit  wi l l  communicate to dispatch the direction 
of travel and al l  act ions of the pursuit;  and  

d)  Once a pursuit  is  stopped,  off icers shal l  uti l ize appropriate off icer safety 
tactics and be aware of the necessity to ut i l ize only reasonable force to 
take suspects into custody.  

 

AFTER ACTION REPORT 
Whenever an officer engages in a pursuit,  the officer shall  f i le  a written report on the 
appropriate form detail ing the circumstances.  The appropriate supervisor or  
superv isors shall  review this report to determine if  the pol icy has been complied with 
and detect and correct any training def iciencies.    
 

CANINE UNIT 
Upon learning of the pursuit ,  and if  a canine patrol unit  has not been designated, the 
closest on-duty canine unit  wi l l  travel toward the area of the pursuit  in ant icipation of  
being needed. When practical,  the canine unit  wil l  not ify the dispatcher of its  loc ation 
and estimated arr ival  t ime. If  not nearby, the Canine Unit  wil l  proceed to the location 
as expedit iously as possible whi le obeying a l l  traff ic  laws.  



450-009 Vehicular Pursuits  Page 5 of 6  

JURISDICTION 
HISD Police Department off icers  are required to l imit  their actions to distr ict-related 
incidents,  except in cases where they have a statutory duty to involve themselves as 
Texas peace officers .    
 

PURSUITS INTO OTHER JURISDICTIONS 
Upon leaving the jurisdict ion of HISD, the primary unit  shal l  noti fy the dispatcher.  HISD 
Dispatch shall  immediately notify the f ield superv isor that the pursuit  is  proceeding 
outside the c ity and establish contact with the law enforcement agencies with 
jurisdict ion in the pursuit.  Pursuits that continue outside the city l imit  must be 
authorized by a  supervisor and may be terminated by the f ie ld supervisor  or the 
commanding officer.  
 

CONTINUED PURSUITS 
Upon approval of the pursuit ,  the dispatcher shal l  immediately notify the primary unit  
and continue to relay information between al l  units and agencies involved . I f  practical,  
the f ie ld supervisor should request ass istance from the ass ist ing agency  through HISD 
Dispatch.  
 
The f ield supervisor wil l  c losely monitor the pursuit  and coordinate operat ions with 
the other law enforcement agencies through the disp atcher.  As soon as practical,  the 
primary unit  wi l l  al low any assist ing agency's unit  to become the primary and 
secondary .  
 
I f  the ass ist ing agency responds with a secondary unit,  the HISD secondary unit  wil l  
discont inue pursuit.  The HISD primary uni t  may continue in a non -emergency mode to 
the point of termination at the discretion of  a f ield supervisor.  
 
A maximum of two units is  authorized in a vehicle  pursuit  unless a  f ield superv isor or  
commanding off icer approves addit ional  units .  In case of  a  suspect's capture, the f ield 
superv isor wil l  proceed to the termination point and assist  the primary agency.  
 
Officers of this department may assist  in the pursuit  at  the request of the or iginat ing 
agency. The f ield supervisor wi l l  immediately approve or deny ass istance.  I f  approved, 
the f ield supervisor wil l  ensure that an approved pursuit  is  conducted us ing the 
guidel ines established in the department's pursuit  procedures as far as pract ical .  The 
dispatcher wi l l  ass ign HISD units as directed by the f i eld supervisor or commanding 
officer.  HISD Dispatch wil l  maintain contact with the agency init iating the pursuit  and 
relay information between both agencies.  

 
TERMINATION OF PURSUITS 
Any of the fol lowing personnel may terminate a pursuit:  

a)  Officer in the  primary unit;  and  
b)  On-duty supervisor.  
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SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS 
Officers wil l  not f ire shots from moving vehicles or f leeing vehic les unless required for 
self-defense or the protection of others.  Warning shots are not authorized under any 
circumstances. Off icers shall  never attempt to:  

a)  Force a f leeing vehic le  from the roadway by driving next to or in front o  
 the vehic le.  
b)  Attempt to slow or stop a f leeing vehicle by posit ioning the off icer's car  

in front of the f leeing vehicle.  
c)  Pursue a f leeing vehic le by driving the wrong way on any roadway.  
d)  Pursue a f leeing vehicle while operat ing a vehicle without emergency 

equipment or the emergency equipment activated.  
e)  Intent ionally coll ide with a vehicle to force i t  from the road.  
f)  Continue a pursuit  if  the primary unit  or any on -duty superv isor  orders 

the pursuit  discont inued.  
g)  Discharge a f irearm to disable or stop a f leeing vehicle .    
h)  Use a privately owned vehicle in any part of pursuit  or as a termination 

technique.  
i )  Use an occupie d or privately owned vehic le in a roadblock ,  or 
j )  Create a roadblock.  

 
The pr imary off icer or superv isor may cancel a pursuit  at  any t ime. Any officer init iat ing 
or part icipating in a vehicular  pursuit  shal l  complete a pol ice report documenting al l  
aspects of the pursuit  and a Use of Force Form or a Signif icant Incident/Event Report.   
 

TRAINING 
Officers who dr ive pol ice vehicles  shall  be given init ial  and periodic update training in 
the agency's pursuit  policy and safe dr iving tactics .  

 
ANNUAL ANALYSIS 
The department shal l  analyze pol ice pursuit  act ivity annually  and ident ify any 
addit ional modif icat ions warranted in departmental pursuit  procedures. A copy of this  
report shal l  be forwarded to the Off ice of the Assistant Chief of Police for review. Th is  
review aims to determine i f  a l l  policies  related to pursuits  and use of  force were 
fol lowed and i f  remedial  training or discipl inary act ion is  warranted.  
 
 
 
 
 

Approved By   

 Pedro Lopez Jr. ,  Chief  of Police  
 
 


