

NASA and HISD’s Hartman Middle School to Dedicate Columbia Astronauts Memorial
May 19, 2011 - HISD’s Hartman Middle School and NASA will dedicate a memorial to the Columbia astronauts on Friday, May 20, at 10:00 a.m. at the school (7111 Westover, 77087). 

Hartman’s special relationship with NASA and the Space Shuttle Columbia began in 1996 when 600 mustard seeds grown by Hartman students flew on Columbia as part of an experiment to study the effect of radiation on plant growth.

Following the Columbia disaster which killed seven astronauts in February of 2003, the Hartman community raised funds to install a memorial completed in May of that year.
The memorial later had to be removed to make way for the new Hartman Middle School, so the school community rallied to rebuild and re-dedicate the memorial to the memory of the Columbia Crew.

NASA’s Chief Administrator Charles Bolden will deliver the keynote speech. General Bolden is a former shuttle pilot who flew on Columbia. 

Columbia family members, HISD Board Member Manuel Rodriguez and other dignitaries will attend the dedication ceremony.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
