

HISD Honors District Volunteers

May 23, 2011 - More than 86,000 parents, businesses, and community partners support HISD students and teachers by volunteering their time each year. To salute these everyday heroes, HISD held its annual Volunteers in Public Schools (VIPS) breakfast and awards ceremony on May 23 at the Kingdom Builders Center (6011 West Orem, 77085). HISD Superintendent Terry Grier and HISD Board President Paula Harris presented more than 20 awards during the ceremony, which is sponsored by the HISD Foundation. 
The highest recognition, the Jean Davis Myers Award, is presented to an individual or group whose program or volunteer efforts have had a positive effect on students. The award is named after Jean Davis Myers, who retired in 1990 with 33 years of service to HISD. For 20 of those years, she was executive director of the Volunteers in Public Schools program. 
The 2010–2011 Jean Davis Meyers Award was presented to the Boy Scouts of America, for its service to Volunteers in Public Schools. The organization’s district- wide volunteer service leadership positively impacts student achievement and parental involvement.  

A Special Lifetime Achievement Award was presented to Doris Harrison who has served as a volunteer for more than 39 years. Harrison is a PTA Life Member and is currently a PTO Board Member at Mading Elementary School. Below are details of the other award winners for 2010-11.

PARENT PARTNER OF THE YEAR

Recognizes a parent or parent group/program that promotes the active involvement of parents for the improvement of the school or district in a manner that positively affects student achievement 

· Claudia Esquivel Martinez Elementary School 
· Anne Gaspar Deady Middle School 
· Sharyn Baker Bellaire High School 
· Yolanda DeHoyas Mount Carmel Academy -Alt./Charter

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP OF THE YEAR

Recognizes an educational partnership involving a nonprofit or service organization, an agency or governmental body, a business volunteer group, or a community group that has had a positive impact on student achievement or family involvement in education
· Jim Wilson & Jacob Engineering Benavidez Elementary School 
· Citizen Schools Jane Long Middle School 
· Barbara Jordan Endeavors Corp. Barbara Jordan High School 
· St. Mary’s United Methodist Church Contemporary Learning Center- Alt./Charter 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

Recognizes an individual from a business or community for outstanding volunteer service 
· Kim Scates Cunningham Elementary School 
· Tim Weltin Black Middle School 
· Abel Garza Sam Houston Math, Science and Tech. Center 
· Ryne Baker Contemporary Learning Center - Alt./Charter

YOUTH VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
In an effort to encourage the volunteer spirit in students, an award is given to recognize a student or student group (kindergarten through 12th grade) who serve as a mentor, tutor, or role model for other students. 
· Duchesne Academy Ninfa Laurenzo Early Childhood Center 
· Stephen McCarty NQ Henderson Elementary School 
· 6th Grade Bright Minds Stevenson Middle School 
· Connie Ho Bellaire High School

CHARLES HARDING VIPS SENIOR OF THE YEAR

Named for a leader of VIPS senior volunteers, this award is given to an outstanding senior volunteer (age 55 or older) who works directly with students, teachers, and/or administrators. 

· Bettie Bell Smith Elementary School 
· Paul Clements TH Rogers Middle School 
· Harriette Sellars Madison High School 
· David Hawke Mount Carmel Academy - Alt./Charter

SCHOOL VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR OF THE YEAR

Recognizes an individual whose efforts have significantly increased the volunteer participation at an HISD school
· Lisa Sutton Kolter Elementary 
· Linda Riehl Grady Middle School 
· Anita Darby Sam Houston Math, Science and Tech. Center 
· Takiwa Washington Contemporary Learning Center - Alt./
Members of HISD’s VIPS program serve as tutors, mentors, teacher partners, speakers, security patrols, chaperones, interpreters, and cafeteria monitors and help in libraries, media centers, clinics, and offices. For more information about how you can become a volunteer, contact Tina Thompson at 713-556-7206 or visit the Volunteers in Public Schools web page.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
