

HISD’s Millionaire Club to Reward Students Who Read This Summer
May 5, 2011 - HISD Superintendent Dr. Terry B. Grier and Meller Langford, Deputy Director of Public Services for the Houston Public Library, will join students from Memorial Elementary, Lanier Middle, and Scarborough High schools to officially begin the countdown to summer reading through the Millionaire Club program.

            The Millionaire Club Kick-Off will take place at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 6, at Memorial Elementary (6401 Arnot, 77007).

            “Research is really clear. If you can’t read well, you will have a very difficult time succeeding in our world today,” Dr. Grier said.  “We need to make reading a priority in the home and this summer we want to encourage parents to be models for their children and help them build their reading skills.  Remember, reading is a life-long activity, all great leaders are great readers.”

            “The Houston Public Library’s annual Summer Reading Program is set up to encourage children and teens to read over the summer by providing them with incentives and entertainment, said Langford.  “We are very pleased to be partnering with the Houston Independent School District’s Millionaire Club Program once again because HISD’s goals are the same as the Library’s – to get children and teens to read during the summer and reward them for their participation.”

            With summer break only a few weeks away, HISD wants its 204,000 students to use the time to improve their reading skills by participating in the Millionaire Club, which encourages students to read five books over the summer. If every student participates, then more than 1 million books will be read by the time school starts.
“One of the best ways that parents can support their children’s education in the summer is by encouraging them to read,” said HISD’s Manager of Adolescent Literacy Tina Angelo.  “Research has shown that the reading level of students who don’t read over the summer drops.  This ‘summer slide’ can be averted if students select books of interest to them and read steadily at their reading level over the summer.”

Students who read over the summer are eligible to receive incentives, recognition, and prizes.  Before school ends on June 3, students at all HISD campuses will receive reading lists, commitment forms, and log sheets to participate in the Millionaire Club. In the fall, students will return their reading logs to their school librarian to receive their prizes.

Last summer, 18,652 HISD students read more than 93,260 books during the break. The number of schools and students participating in the program has grown by nearly 60 percent.  The Millionaire Club began in the summer of 2008 as a partnership with Houston Public Libraries to encourage students to read over the summer months. 
Recommended student reading lists include books that can be checked out for free at any Houston Public Library. For more information about the HISD Millionaire Club, visit www.hisdlibraryservices.org/millionaire. 

HISD and the Houston Public Library are also encouraging parents to find books that match their child’s interests and abilities by visiting the Find-a-Book Web site at www.lexile.com/findabook. The Find-a-Book website uses a student’s Lexile reading measure to determine appropriate books. A Lexile measures a student’s reading ability and a book’s text difficulty on the same scale. Parents can find their child’s Lexile measure on reports sent home on both the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) and the Stanford-10/Aprenda test. Students’ Lexile measures are available from their school librarian who can also assist students with selecting books that are a perfect match to both their interest and reading ability.

Students are also encouraged to participate in the Houston Public Library’s Summer Reading Program. Children and teens up to 18 years of age can register for John P. McGovern Foundation’s Feed Your Dreams Summer Reading Program by applying online at www.houstonlibrary.org/summer or visiting any of the Houston library locations. 

About the Houston Public Library

The Houston Public Library (HPL) operates 35 neighborhood libraries, three HPL Express Libraries, a Central Library, the Houston Metropolitan Research Center, the Clayton Library Center for Genealogical Research, The African American Library at the Gregory School, and the Parent Resource Library located in the Children’s Museum of Houston. Serving more than 4 million customers per year, HPL is committed to excellent customer service and equitable access to information and programs by providing library customers with free use of a diverse collection of printed materials and electronic resources, Internet, laptop and computer use, and a variety of database and reference resources with live assistance online 24/7. For further information, visit the Houston Public Library at www.houstonlibrary.org or call 832-393-1313.
The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. 
For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
