

HISD Graduates of Petroleum Technology Academies to Receive Scholarships Tonight

July 13, 2011 – Seventy-five graduates of the petroleum technology academies at Milby, Westside and Lamar high schools will receive $1,000 college scholarships tonight at a banquet from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. at Brady’s Landing (8505 Cypress, 77012). 


The students will be joined by their parents, teachers and energy company executives. Keynote addresses will be delivered by HISD’s Chief High School Officer Aaron Spence and IPAA President and CEO Barry Russell. The petroleum technology academies and the summer externship program is a partnership between the Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) and HISD.


The celebration marks the end of summer externships at 14 energy companies where the students gained valuable real world experience in the energy industry at Apache Deepwater, Cameron, Core Laboratories,  El Paso Corporation, FMC Technologies,  Halliburton, Marathon Oil, M-I SWACO, National Oilwell Varco, Newfield Exploration, PEC Premier, Schlumberger, Shell Oil and Valerus.
In other to qualify for the externship program and the scholarships, the students had to graduate with a minimum overall 3.0 GPA. The IPAA student externship training program provides a unique opportunity to immerse the energy industry’s future workforce into the math, science, technology and challenges of the industry and integrates the skills and career information students learned in the petroleum technology academy program. 

IPAA President and CEO Barry Russell said, “This innovative program serves as a powerful tool to foster the next generation of talented energy professionals. Graduates of these high school programs gained valuable experience this summer as they prepare to enter college this fall to continue their studies.”
About IPAA

The Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) is a national trade association headquartered in Washington, D.C. that serves as an informed voice for the exploration and production segment of the industry, and advocates its members' views before the U.S. Congress, the Administration and federal agencies. IPAA represents the thousands of independent oil and natural gas producers and service companies across the United States. Independent producers develop 95 percent of domestic oil and gas wells, produce 68 percent of domestic oil and 82 percent of domestic natural gas. IPAA has represented independent energy producers for three-quarters of a century.

The Houston Independent School District is the largest school district in Texas and the seventh-largest in the United States with 298 schools and more than 200,000 students. The 301-square-mile district is one of the largest employers in the Houston metropolitan area with nearly 30,000 employees. For more information, visit the HISD Web site at www.houstonisd.org.
