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Principal's Corner
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Today you are receiving an email with directions for creating a parent account in the HISD Connect Parent Portal.  There are also instructions for linking your account to your children’s student records.  It is important that you set up this account today.  Next week, you will be asked to log in to this account and make a selection for the second grading cycle for either in-person instruction on campus, or to remain online through the end of this first semester. 
I am sure that many of you want more information before making that decision.  I have included the basic information below from the District and Campus Re-opening Plan.  Please review the information below before making a decision.
 
Hybrid Instructional Model
· Lamar will continue to use the 90-minute instructional cycle, with students being required to prepare for class by completing the flipped lesson.  During the first 30-minutes of the class period, students physically on campus and students who are participating virtually from home will work together in small collaborative groups on guided practice and inquiry.  The next 30-minute time period will be for additional support from the teacher, and the final 30-minute time period will be for independent practice.
· Based on the number of students who choose to return to campus, we expect to create two rotating groups for in-person instruction.  Students who choose in-person will be in group 1 or 2 and will spend 2-3 days on campus each week and will continue to engage online on the remaining days.
· With this model, we can continue to support all Lamar students to ensure they have access to the unique coursework offered through our IB Programmes. 
Entry Screening Protocols
· We will offer staggered entry and exit from the building.  Families are encouraged to designate one person who is not high risk to consistently drop off and pick up.
· HISD employees will submit a completed COVID-19 Employee Health and Wellness Questionnaire certifying it is safe for them to be at work.
· Visitation will be limited to essential visitors.  Non-essential visitors should utilize virtual meetings.
· Non-essential deliveries – such as food, personal items, homework, musical instruments – are prohibited.
Physical Distancing Protocols
· Classrooms and office spaces have been reconfigured to ensure 6 feet of space between desks.
· Physical distancing signage and floor markers are being installed throughout the campus.
· Student movement throughout campus will be minimized as much as possible to reduce contacts. 
· Students and staff are encouraged to use no-touch greetings.
· All meetings should be held virtually unless a face-to-face meeting is absolutely required.
· Students may not share any personal belongings, equipment, or other items, including computers, instruments, water bottles, costumes or uniforms.
· Restrooms breaks will be scheduled throughout the school day and physical distancing will be controlled and monitored in restrooms.
Personal Protective Equipment Protocols
· All students, employees, visitors, and vendors are required to wear masks that cover both their nose and mouth throughout the school day, during before and after school activities, and while on campus.
· Masks will be provided to students and employees if they do not have one.  Acceptable masks include both district-issued and personal masks, including face shields, disposable masks, homemade masks, handkerchiefs and scarves. Bandanas are not allowed.
· Personal reusable masks must meet Code of Conduct requirements and not be inappropriate or derogatory in nature.
Hygiene Protocols
· Individuals must routinely wash and sanitize their hands using either soap or hand sanitizer containing at least 60 percent alcohol.
· Students and staff must cover coughs and sneezes with tissues, throw used tissues in the trash and then wash hands immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Cleaning and Disinfection Protocols
· High-touch areas – such as restrooms and main offices – will be cleaned and sanitized hourly.
Emergency Drill Protocols
· Each physical classroom will be assigned to one of two groups.
· Administration will provide instructions via intercom prior to the drill, notifying staff and students that a drill is commencing and instructing one designated group to delay exiting their classroom for a specific period of time to reduce pedestrian load in the hallways and exit points.  Groups will stagger for re-entry.
· After each drill, staff and students will be reminded that in an actual emergency, they must exit without delay and without staggered exit.
· In the event of an actual emergency, administration will emphasize that social distancing will not be required but should be followed when possible.
School Bus Protocols
· Because physical distancing drastically reduces bus capacity, only special education and homeless students will be transported when in-person instruction resumes.
· Bus capacity will be limited to 26 students, with one student per seat required to sit by the window.
· Routes will be modified through the creation of additional or shorter routes to accommodate physical distancing protocols.
· Transportation Services will enhance cleaning protocols and implement physical distancing for all buses and buildings.
· Buses will undergo daily cleaning and sanitization at the conclusion of each run and after drop-off at each campus and weekly deep cleaning and sanitization.
· All buses will be equipped with supplies, including personal protective equipment, disinfectant, towels, and first aid supplies.
Extracurricular Protocols
· Assemblies, in person competitions and field trips will be postponed or held virtually until it is deemed safe to resume.
Athletics Protocols
· Coaches and student athletes will undergo entry screening in alignment with district screening protocols at all practices, sub-varsity games, and games played in district facilities.
· Fan attendance may be limited or prohibited at campus and district sporting events depending on conditions.
· If fans are allowed, they will be encouraged to purchase tickets online and screened upon arrival in accordance with district screening protocols.  Fans will be required to physically distance from those living outside of their home.
· Stadiums will be cleaned before, during and after games.
Student Meals Protocols
· Nutrition Services will provide individually wrapped breakfast and lunch in the neighborhoods to all students enrolled in in-person learning.
· Curbside meal service will continue for student enrolled in virtual learning.
Infection Protocols
· Isolation areas have been established for students or adults who experience COVID-19 symptoms while at school.
· Areas or buildings where the student or employee was present will be closed for cleaning and disinfection in alignment with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and Environmental Agency guidelines.
· Impacted staff, students and parents will be notified of any closures and/or possible exposures.
Closure Protocols
· In the event of a campus closure, students will continue to engage in daily instruction in accordance with our virtual learning model.

Highlighted Events
· Sat. Sept. 19th- Senior Painting Parking Spots (LHS garage/level 4) 8 am - 4 pm
· Sat. Sept. 19th- Student Virtual Audition for Thespian (Online) 9 am - 1 pm
· Sat. Sept. 19th- Free Physicals (Barnett Stadium)  9 am - 1 pm
· Mon. Sept. 21st - Fri. Sept. 25th- Student Virtual Audition for Thespian (Online) 4:15 - 6:15 pm
· Tues. Sept. 22nd- Virtual Open House (Online) 6 pm - 7:30 pm bit.ly/OpenHouseLHS
· Fri. Sept. 25th- HISD Latino College Expo (Online) 3 - 6 pm
· Sat. Sept. 26th- Student Virtual Audition for Thespian (Online) 9 am - 1 pm
· Sat. Sept. 26th-Senior Painting Parking Spots (LHS garage/level 4) 8 am - 4 pm
· Wed. Sept. 30th- Virtual Student Club Fair (Online) TBA

Helpful Tips
Not sure how to log in?  Check out our Technology website for videos and click sheets to help you get started.
https://sites.google.com/view/lamar-tech-help/home?authuser=0
 
Didn't pick up your schedule?  You can see it on HISD Connect Student and Parent Portal.
https://hisdconnect.houstonisd.org/public 
Problems with your laptop or didn't pick up a laptop at Lamar?
Please email dmerlan@houstonisd.org
Don't have access to wifi and need a hotspot?
Email Rachel.Rutledge@houstonisd.org 
Need help with something else?  Use your Advocacy Teacher to identify your Academic Dean or Assistant Principal and send them an email.
	If your Advocacy Teacher is …
	Your Academic Dean is …
Your Assistant Principal is...

	Mr. Arjon or Mr. A. Ryan
	Mr. Jefferson  pjeffer2@houstonisd.org
Dr. Cain  rcain@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Argueta or Ms. Valle
	Ms. Lawrence  dlawren1@houstonisd.org
Ms. King  kking8@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Ross or Mr. Bajracharya/Ms. Langford 
	Ms. Kamla  jkamla@houstonisd.org 
Dr. Mosby  gmosby@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Rivera-Colon or Mr. Shalin
	Ms. Ballard  jballard@houstonisd.org
Ms. Fernandez mfernan7@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Sartor or Mr. Sarabia
	Ms. Brooks  fbrooks1@houstonisd.org
Ms. Mann dmann1@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Cobb or Mr. Firozi
	Mr. Mahone Erron.Mahone@houstonisd.org
Mr. Thompson kthompso@houstonisd.org

	Ms. Rancifer or Ms. Hicks
	Ms. Pruitt  cpruitt1@houstonisd.org
Ms. Pizana mpizana@houstonisd.org

	Mr. Mahendran or Ms. Wu
	Ms. Quintero  Monica.Quintero@houstonisd.org
Mr. Alaniz  jalaniz1@houstonisd.org



A/B School Calendar below:
2020-2021 A-B School Calendar Sept. 8 - Oct. 19 v2.pdf  
BELL SCHEDULE:
	8:20
	First Bell

	8:30
	1st/5th Period

	10:03
	Bell

	10:10
	2nd/6th Period

	10:25
	ADA

	11:45
	Lunch

	12:15
	Student Support/Advisory/Club Meetings/Faculty Meetings

	12:48
	Bell

	12:55
	3rd/7th Period

	2:28
	Bell

	2:35
	4th Period

	4:10
	Dismissal




1-800-STUCO
Hey Texans! Hope online school is going well and you and your families are staying safe! Be sure to follow us on Instagram (@lamarstudentcouncil) and Twitter (@lamarstucoo). Feel free to email us any comments, questions, or concerns to lamarstudentcouncil@gmail.com. Go Texans!

Virtual Open House
When: Tuesday, September 22nd
Where: Online - bit.ly/OpenHouseLHS
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 pm

College Corner
Welcome Back Texans! I am so excited to be starting this new year with you. As you journey down the path to explore what is next after graduation from Lamar, we at the College Corner are here to help you. We have a new addition to the College Corner, Mr. Smith. He is fabulous and we work together to help answer all your questions and make your application process smooth.
Please check your Outlook for emails and calendar invites for information about College Virtual Visits, Scholarships, Virtual Fairs, and so much more!
As you are preparing your personal statements and essays for your college applications if you would like feedback use this Google Form https://forms.gle/sxynHr2RKRj9Skhk7 so we can have access and add comments. Please make sure the link you include allows us to edit.
 
Be on the lookout for some exciting workshops we will be hosting that will make understanding and applying to colleges easier.
Attached  HOT Scholarships - Power UP Go September 2020.pdf  you will see the Hot Scholarships for September.

HISD Latino College Expo
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ALL STUDENTS WELCOME!
Click: HISD_Latino College Expo_2020-min (1).pdf  for additional information.

A Message for LHS' Wraparound Services
Hello My Lamar Texan Students and Families,
 
My name is Mrs. Merci and I am one of the New Wraparound Resource Specialist for our Lamar families. Alongside of myself is Ms. Harris, we are here to provide the following services below:
· Mental Health
· Basic Need (Housing, Food, Clothing. Hygiene)
· Extra-curricular activities
· Legal safety, and crisis support
· Cultural and spiritual support
· Social and recreational services
· Immigration
In order for our students to receive this type of assistance, a Student Assistance Form or SAF for short must be filled out. Please use the QR code and URL below and then submit. It is really quick, easy and simple,  this in turn will notify myself and or Ms. Harris of the student and or family service need. We will reach out as soon as possible. www.tinyurl.com/hisdsaf
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If you have any questions and or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to me Mrs. Merci  via email at: Mersula.BedneauGregory@HoustonISD.org or by phone at 832-304-1365.
Ms. Harris can be reached via email at:  Danna.Harris@HoustonISD.org or by phone 346-291-7229.

Student Voter Registration Opportunity
 
With less than one month until the October 5 voter registration deadline, it's vital that every eligible Texas voter is registered and ready to vote!
 
COVID-19 precautions unfortunately continue to make it difficult for many schools to help students register and learn about voting. On Tuesday, September 22,  there is a scheduled outdoor socially-distanced in-person/drive-thru voter registration event celebrating National Voter Registration Day, in partnership with CDF-TX, BakerRipley, and the League of Women Voters. In addition to safe & non-partisan voter registration and voter education, the event will feature live music and outdoor movies to allow engagement with local youth and register them and their families to vote. 
 
Click: H-Town Votes Flyer.pdf  for further details.

Harris County Clerk Needs Civic Minded Students – Deadline Approaching!
 
The Harris County Clerk's office is encouraging students across Harris County to apply to work in the upcoming November 3, 2020 General Election. We ask that all interested students apply no later than Friday, October 9, 2020.
 
Students can apply online here www.harrisvotes.com/studentclerks or click the button below. 
When students serve on Election Day they receive:
· $17 an hour
· Paid training
· An excused absence from school
A letter of recommendation from Harris County Clerk Chris Hollins.

Lamar's Football Schedule 
Campuses are closed to visitors including the field.  Therefore, family can not enter events nor the field due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
Cick:  2020-2021 All Football Schedules.pdf  for a copy of the 2020 - 2021 schedule.

Free Physicals
HISD's  Department of Athletics along with St. Joseph’s and the Robert Horry Sports Medical Group will offer FREE physicals.
When: Saturday, September 19, 2020
Where: Barnett Fieldhouse,  6800 Fairway, Houston TX. 77087
Time: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
For: All athletes, band members, cheerleaders and drill/dance team members  
Note:
Face covering MUST be worn at all times.
Social distancing will be fully in force.
Students will sign in, complete the Covid 19 questionnaire, have their temperature checked, receive a number and report back to their vehicle.
The number received will be placed on the dashboard and someone will notify you when it’s your time to take your physical.  
Students will need a physical form.
The physical forms are attached PrePhysFormRvsd4_24_20 (2).pdf  or 
2020-21-PrePhysForm_Spanish.pdf . You can also receive a form from a coach.
 
While waiting in your vehicle, parents are to fill out the medical history form.
Family members will NOT be allowed in the fieldhouse, they MUST remain in their vehicle.
If a student is ill DO NOT make plans to attend.  They will NOT be allowed to take a physical.  
If all instructions are not followed, students will be asked to leave 

2020 Lamar Senior Football Media Guide
Lamar Senior Football/Cheer/Band/Rangerettes/Rangers
Ad Opportunities
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Click 2020LamarSeniorMedia Guideform (002).pdf  to place your ad request today!

Athletic Paperwork 
All athletic paperwork can now be submitted online. Click the following attachments for further details:
Parent Training Instruction Slides (English).pdf  or
Parent Training Instruction Slides (Spanish) (1).pdf 

Join PTO Today!
Go to LamarPTO.org and share your contact information.  We look forward to meeting and working with you! 
Two ways you can support your student:
1.) Sign up today
2.) Donate towards our $70,000 goal
For additional information click Lamar PTO Flyer.pdf  and PTO Flyer 2.html.
We also encourage teachers to join our organization!  

Volunteers in Public Schools- (VIPS) Information
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the 2020 - 2021 school year, you will need to sign-up for VIPS training and registration.  All volunteers (including repeating volunteers) must register again in order to qualify to volunteer.
Go to https://www.houstonisd.org/page/126421 to sign-up today.  Keep in mind, the district will have a virtual school schedule from September 8th – October 16th.

Painted Parking Space Exclusively for Seniors!
Saturday, September 19th and Saturday, September 26th are the Class of 2021 painted parking space event dates. You may ONLY paint during the designated painting days/hours under school supervision. 
All proceeds support the Lamar PTO to benefit the students, teachers and staff of Lamar High School.

Senior Photos
HEY SENIORS & PARENTS OF SENIORS!
To appear in the senior section of the 2020-21 yearbook, you must be photographed with Prestige Portraits.
You can schedule your appointment with the studio now and check this task off your Senior TO-DO list!
For more information on this, please click this link and read the flyer in its entirety: 
Lamar H.S. 2021 Senior Flyer.pdf 
Alternatively, you can scan the QR Code below to view the flyer!
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or click Senior Photo QR Code_ (002).png 

Parking Wait List
The 2020-2021 Parking Wait list is now available.  If we have parking spots available  you will be contacted by the Lamar Business Office
 
Go to:  https://bit.ly/20-21ParkingWaitList to add your name to the list.

LHS School Store
Need new gear to start the year?
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Go to the following links to place your order today:
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/LamarSchoolStore
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/LamarFaceMasks
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/Outerwear
https://www.schoolpay.com/link/SeniorUniformshirt

Lamar Life 
Hey Texans! Have you seen our new website? Lamar Life has built a student-led online publication for all things Lamar! Keep up with the latest news, features, sports, and more at www.lamarlife.org. We also have student-led social media platforms @lamarlifeonline on both Instagram and Twitter. We look forward to providing reliable information and engaging digitally with our fellow Texans!

An Inspirational Moment
" Life has two rules:
#1 Never quit
#2 Always remember rule #1"
Author: Unknown
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