Jane Long Futures Academy 
Chemistry 

2015-2016
Instructor Contact Information

Course Instructors – Ms. A. Williams 

Room (s) # E4

Voice Mail/Phone – (713) 778-3380
Email Address – awilli63@houstonisd.org

Academic Support

Tutorials will be available after-school most days, but subject to change due to teacher meetings and clubs/organizations. Tuesday 3:25pm – 4:25pm

Course Description

· In Chemistry, students conduct field and laboratory investigations, use scientific methods during investigations, and make informed decisions using critical thinking and scientific problem solving. Students study a variety of topics that include: characteristics of matter; energy transformations during physical and chemical changes; atomic structure; periodic table of elements; behavior of gases; bonding; nuclear fusion and nuclear fission; oxidation-reduction reactions; chemical equations; solutes; properties of solutions; acids and bases; and chemical reactions. Students will investigate how chemistry is an integral part of our daily lives. By the end of the year, each student should have mastered these objectives.

Required Texts and Other Supplies

· 3 Ring Binder
· Pencil or pen

· Notebook Paper (1 package)
· 1 pack of copy paper 
· You must have your $25 fee for your Powerup Laptop paid within One Week or you will not be able to do the assignments in the class. 

Assignments

· Major Assessments

· These unit and district tests will cover the objectives listed above.  They will assess the student’s understanding of these objectives.
· Unit 1 Test - Matter and Energy 

· Unit 2 Test – Periodic Table 

· Unit 3 Test – Atomic Structure and Nuclear

· Unit 4 Test – Chemical Bonding

· First Semester Final Exam
· Unit 5 Test – Chemical Reactions

· Unit 6 Test – Stoichioemty

· Unit 7 Test – Gases

· Unit 8 Test – Solutions 
· Unit 9 Test – Acids, Bases, and pH

· Second Semester Final Exam
Daily Assignments

· Binders, Notes, Warm-ups, Vocabulary, Lab/Activities, Group Work, etc. 

· These assignments will reinforce the objectives listed above tested on the curriculum assessment.

· At the end of each grading period work that is not in the notebook will be return to the student. 

Homework

· Homework assignments will be determined by the unit objectives and will vary in frequency from daily to weekly.  

· Student will be assigned a mandatory tutorial if homework is not turned in on time.

· Make-up Work/Late Work

· YOU, the student are responsible for picking up make-up work in the make-up work folders located on the bookshelf.

· You have one block day to make up an assignment.  For example, if you are absent on a Monday and you return Wednesday, the make-up work is due that Friday. YOU MUST WRITE “ABSENCE” on the top of the paper.

· Make-up work due to an unexcused absence will receive a 20 point deduction.  To avoid this—turn in your notes ASAP to the attendance office!

· Late work will receive a 20-point deduction and is defined as any work received after the teacher has called for it—YOU MUST WRITE “LATE” on top of the paper.

· LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED BEYOND THE 2ND CLASS BLOCK DAY. For example, if you are absent on a Monday and you return Wednesday, the late work is due that Friday.
Class Participation 

· Students are expected to stay on task, work cooperatively and safely in their groups, and participate in class discussions. 
Grading Policies

Grading Criteria: 


· Tests & Projects – 30%

· Classwork & Notebooks – 25%

· Quizzes – 20%

· Labs – 15%

· Homework – 10%

Class Policies

· Be seated by the bell and ready to learn.

· Bring all necessary materials to class
· No eating, drinking, or chewing gum—this is especially dangerous in a chemistry classroom. Bottled water is allowable.

· All restroom breaks need to be taken before class begins. 
· Homework is due at the beginning of class.  After that time, it is considered late with an automatic 20 point deduction. If you fail to have the assignment, you must write on a sheet of notebook paper the reason for not having your assignment.

· Please raise your hand to ask questions.

· For safety in the chemistry classroom, ask for permission before leaving your seat.

· Radios, CD players, electronic devices, cell phones, and playing cards are not permitted.

· Please keep our classroom clean and make an effort to pick up any trash before leaving.

· Please show respect for myself and your classmates!

· Academic Dishonesty
· “Students found to have engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary penalties and grade penalties on assignments or tests. Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work from another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication between students during an examination, including text messaging.  The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee, taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students.”

· Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are limited to:

· Viewing other students’ work during a quiz, test, or exam

· Printing/Downloading internet information without proper documentation

· Working on homework/projects in groups without permission

. 

Chemistry Laboratory Safety Regulations

As chemistry students, we must follow the listed rules in order to have a safe time when doing our great experiments. Disobeying these safety rules is not only inappropriate classroom behavior, but you can get seriously hurt.

EYE SAFETY

1. Wear the safety glasses and goggles provided for you throughout the entire laboratory over your eyes.  Eye injuries are extremely serious and can be eliminated if you follow this rule.  Over your eyes, not on top of your head or around your neck.

2. I prefer you not to wear contact lenses.  This is a decision to be made between you and your parent(s).  Chemicals and chemical fumes can become trapped under contact lenses, which could possibly damage your eyes.
3. Know the location and use of emergency eyewash facilities. I will personally take each of you to show you the location and how to use it.
4. If chemical(s) splash onto your face or eyes, immediately go to the eyewash facility and wash you face and eyes for several minutes while your lab partner notifies me.
HAND/SKIN SAFETY

1. If you spill a chemical on your hands or any other skin area, wash quickly and thoroughly with water, unless I specifically tell you not to!

2. If you spill a chemical on your clothing, soak and rinse them with water.  Notify me immediately.  If much of your clothing is covered, you must remove your clothing. This is not a time to be bashful.

3. Do not touch yourself during a lab.  I know your nose may itch, so wash your hands thoroughly before touching your face or eyes.

4. Wash your hands after every laboratory.

FIRE/EXPLOSION SAFETY

1. The fire extinguisher is located on the north wall near the teacher’s computer.  The fire blanket is the back of the classroom on the east wall.  I will demonstrate the operation of both.

2. Keep flammable liquids away from open flames.
3. When a gas is being generated, be sure its flow is not restricted.

4. No gas burners are to be used when using alcohol or ether.

ELECTRICAL SAFETY

1. Work areas and hands must be dry when using electricity-remember, the body is a conductor.

2. Never overload a circuit.

GAS SAFETY

1. When checking odors of gases or vapors, use awafting motion—I will demonstrate this in class.

2. Do not inhale toxic gases or fumes.
3. Use a fume hood or keep the lab well ventilated when toxic gases or fumes may be produced.

POISON SAFETY

1. Never taste or ingest anything in the lab for any reason.

2. Do not eat or drink from lab glassware.

3. Read the labels on every chemical bottle before using it.

4. Do not touch poisonous substances and do not allow them to come in contact with open cuts or any area where your skin is broken.

GENERAL SAFETY

1. You must always work with a partner

2. NO HORSEPLAY! Chemistry is serious business.  Please do not be careless or clown around in lab.  You can hurt yourself or other people.

3. Be defensive!  Work in the lab as if someone else were going to have an accident that might affect you.

4. Work neatly.  Clean up spills and turn off the water and burners when you’re done with them.

5. What you don’t know can hurt you!  As you will learn later, you must know how to handle each chemical by obtaining an MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet).  If you are not sure about an operation or you have questions about handling anything, ask me!

6. Do not dispose of chemicals down the sink!  I will instruct you on where to put waste before each laboratory.

7. Wear clothing appropriate for laboratories.  No shorts or open-toed shoes.  Keep long hair and sleeves tied back.

8. If you are pregnant, or think you may be pregnant, it is your responsibility to inform me.  Certain labs can be harmful to your unborn child.

