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Forensic Science
Class Overview: 

Forensics is designed to investigate, learn techniques of crime scene investigation, and critical thinking in analyzing crime scenes. Students in Forensics begin to learn the fundamental principles applicable to careers in crime scene investigations and Analysis. The course includes a consideration of the chemistry, biological processes, and the physics involved in crime scene investigations. This will also include anatomy and the physiological functions that occur prior to and after death of a victim. After completing this course students will have amassed the skills and knowledge necessary to advance into a career of either crime scene investigation or medical examination. 

Expectations: 

All students in upper level classes are expected to try their hardest and do their best while remaining kind, courteous, and respectful of their fellow students and teachers. Students are also expected to follow all of the school and classroom rules and take responsibilities for their actions. Further expectations include: 

1. You are responsible for all assignments, and you are responsible for making up any missed assignments, labs, notes, tests, and homework from absences, 1 day for each day absent. 

2. You are required to keep a Forensics binder. This binder should be separate from any other class and contain the following tabs: 

1. Notes 

2. Labs 

3. Homework 

4. Daily Work 

5. Tests 

3. It is your responsibility to have in your possession each class period the following: 

A. Your Forensics Binder 

B. A blue/black pen and a #2 pencil 

C. Blank notebook paper 

D. Classroom Laboratory rules: 

Primary Rules: 

· No talking while I am teaching

· Be respectful, polite, and courteous to all individuals in the class. 

· Eyes front and mouths closed when the teacher is talking. 

· Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise. 

· Raise your hand and wait for permission to speak.

· Be in your seat, ready to work, when the bell rings. 

Secondary Rules: 

· No cell phones, CD players, MP3 players or any other electronic devices other than calculators are allowed in class. 

· Bring all books and materials to class everyday. 

· No personal grooming in the classroom. 

· Do not leave vour seat when the bell rings. The instructor will 

dismiss the class. 

Laboratory rules will also be enforced, and students are expected to follow all the safety procedures. There is ZERO TOLERANCE for unsafe actions. Everyone will have to pass a safety test before any laboratory work may begin Classroom and laboratory rules are to be followed without exception. I expect all students to be ready to work when the bell rings. There will not be any tolerance of disrespect to myself or any other student in the class. 

Not all assignments are graded. Sometimes students practice skills just because it is a part of education. Contact the teacher with any concerns or questions. Grades will be weighted in one of the following categories: 

• Binder: 10% 

· This category consists of grades derived from notebook and book checks conducted throughout the grading period. 

• Daily Grades: 20% 

· This category consists of grades derived from homework (see following note about homework), class work, labs, bell ringers, multiple choice questions practice, etc. 

• Labs: 30% 

· This category consists of grades derived from reading quizzes, note quizzes, etc. 

• Major Grades: 40% 

· This category consists of grades derived from projects, exams, essays, oral and group presentations, etc. 

Writing Assignments:


There will be several writing assignments each grading period, including books and movie reviews.  Some will be considered homework grades and other will be considered as test grades.  You will be informed at the time of the assignment
Extra Credit:


Extra credit assignments will be made available to all students at different points throughout the course.  

· Reading ten science articles in magazines and writing a one-page summary of each article may earn you a bonus test grade.  [Only once quarter]

