[image: HISD Media Advisory]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Houston ISD Foundation providing Harvey Relief Grants for teachers
Teachers whose classrooms were impacted by the storm can apply for a grant up to $1,500
Sept. 22, 2017 – The Houston ISD Foundation, a nonprofit organization supporting district- and school-based initiatives and programs within the Houston Independent School District, is launching a grant program that will provide teachers with up to $1,500 to replenish classroom supplies and instructional materials lost to Hurricane Harvey. Eligible HISD teachers can apply through Sep. 29, 2017.
In response to the devastating impact of Hurricane Harvey on both HISD schools and across the city, philanthropists and corporations, both locally and nationally, have come together to create a Harvey Relief Fund managed by the HISD Foundation. A portion of the $1.3 million in funds that already have been raised will go directly to support HISD teachers, helping them minimize the financial burden associated with replacing damaged classroom resources and maximize instructional time.
Starting Sept 22, HISD teachers can submit an online application for funding to cover the costs of replacing classroom supplies, technology, and other resources that were lost as a direct result of Hurricane Harvey. Applications will be accepted through Friday, Sept 29, 2017.
Each applicant may be awarded up to $1,500. Partial or full grants may be awarded based on need, volume of applications, and available funds. Due to limited funds and the urgent needs of HISD teachers and students, all applications will be reviewed and awarded during the week of Oct. 2, 2017.  
 “As a former teacher myself, I know what it is like every year to purchase those supplemental materials to help you do your job. I can’t imagine how devastating it must have been to have lost them,” HISD Foundation Director and HISD Chief Development Officer Anne Scott said. 
Funds donated to the HISD Foundation Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund also are being used to purchase items that students need most, like uniforms and school’s supplies. All purchased and donated Items are being distributed directly to the impacted schools and through events held across the district over the past several weeks.
HISD teachers can click here to apply and see details regarding eligibility, guidelines, and application components. Questions may be directed to Ann Scott at ascott10@houstonisd.org.  
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