
Freshman Summer Reading 

`1. CHOICE DYSTOPIA NOVEL:  Read ONE of the following novels (see descriptions on the next page). Novels are listed in 
order of increasing complexity and reading difficulty. Choose the one that best suits your interest and ability.  

A. Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451: The Authorized Adaptation by Ray Bradbury and Tim Hamilton
B. Feed by M. T. Anderson
C. The Grace Year by Kim Liggett
D. Parable of the Sower by Octavia E. Butler
 Read the novel and think about the following questions:

o What things in this society seem wrong to you? Why?
o What things in this society might be similar to the world we live in? Each of these novels  critiques

some aspect of modern society and offers a warning to future generations, and while some of these
were written many years ago, the warnings remain relevant.

 Be prepared to discuss this novel during our dystopia unit. You will need to know characters, plot, and
themes and be able to reference specific events and language in the novel.

2. “The Allegory of the Cave” by Plato (attached packet): A dialogue between Socrates and a student that discusses how
education works, the disconnect between the world of the senses and the truth of the spirit, and the duty of the
educated to better their society.

 Read the text AND the annotations on the side and think about the following questions:
o How do you think about your education?
o What are the features of an ideal school or classroom? What things do you like from teachers? From

classmates?
 Be prepared to discuss this text in the first week of school.

3. “Desiderata” by Max Ehrmann (Attached): A poem about relationships to people, places, and self.
 Read the poem and consider the following questions:

o In what respects does this poem connect to “The Allegory of the Cave”? Do you see any similar
ideas?

o What lines most speak to you? Which line(s) would you like to carry forward into your new school
year? [Answer on CVHS Writing Diagnostic]

 Be prepared to discuss the poem and share your answers to the questions in the first few days of school.



Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451: The Authorized Adaptation 
From Amazon: “"Monday burn Millay, Wednesday Whitman, Friday Faulkner, burn 'em to 
ashes, then burn the ashes." 
For Guy Montag, a career fireman for whom kerosene is perfume, this is not just an official 
slogan. It is a mantra, a duty, a way of life in a tightly monitored world where thinking is 
dangerous and books are forbidden. In 1953, Ray Bradbury envisioned one of the world's most 
unforgettable dystopian futures, and in Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451, the artist Tim Hamilton 
translates this frightening modern masterpiece into a gorgeously imagined graphic novel. As 
could only occur with Bradbury's full cooperation in this authorized adaptation, Hamilton has 
created a striking work of art that uniquely captures Montag's awakening to the evil of government-controlled 
thought and the inestimable value of philosophy, theology, and literature. Including an original foreword by Ray 
Bradbury and fully depicting the brilliance and force of his canonic and beloved masterwork, Ray Bradbury's 
Fahrenheit 451 is an exceptional, haunting work of graphic literature.” 

Feed by M.T. Anderson From GoodReads: “For Titus and his friends, it started out like 
any ordinary trip to the moon—a chance to party during spring break and play with some stupid low-
grav at the Ricochet Lounge. But that was before the crazy hacker caused all their feeds to 
malfunction, sending them to the hospital to lie around with nothing inside their heads for days. And it 
was before Titus met Violet, a beautiful, brainy teenage girl who has decided to fight the feed and its 
omnipresent ability to categorize human thoughts and desires. Following in the footsteps of George 
Orwell, Anthony Burgess, and Kurt Vonnegut Jr., M. T. Anderson has created a not-so-brave new 
world—and a smart, savage satire that has captivated readers with its view of an imagined future that 

veers unnervingly close to the here and now.”  

The Grace Year by Kim Liggett From GoodReads: “In Garner County, girls 
are told they have the power to lure grown men from their beds, to drive women mad with 
jealousy. They believe their very skin emits a powerful aphrodisiac, the potent essence of youth, 
of a girl on the edge of womanhood. That’s why they’re banished for their sixteenth year, to 
release their magic into the wild so they can return purified and ready for marriage. But not all of 
them will make it home alive. Sixteen-year-old Tierney James dreams of a better life—a society 
that doesn’t pit friend against friend or woman against woman, but as her own grace year draws 
near, she quickly realizes that it’s not just the brutal elements they must fear. It’s not even the poachers in the woods, 
men who are waiting for a chance to grab one of the girls in order to make a fortune on the black market. Their greatest 
threat may very well be each other. With sharp prose and gritty realism, The Grace Year examines the complex and 
sometimes twisted relationships between girls, the women they eventually become, and the difficult decisions they 
make in-between.” 

   

 Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler From GoodReads: In 2025, with 
the world descending into madness and anarchy, one woman begins a fateful journey toward a 
better future. Lauren Olamina and her family live in one of the only safe neighborhoods remaining 
on the outskirts of Los Angeles. Behind the walls of their defended enclave, Lauren’s father, a 
preacher, and a handful of other citizens try to salvage what remains of a culture that has been 
destroyed by drugs, disease, war, and chronic water shortages. While her father tries to lead people 
on the righteous path, Lauren struggles with hyperempathy, a condition that makes her 

extraordinarily sensitive to the pain of others. When fire destroys their compound, Lauren’s family is killed and she is 
forced out into a world that is fraught with danger. With a handful of other refugees, Lauren must make her way north 
to safety, along the way conceiving a revolutionary idea that may mean salvation for all mankind.   



Desiderata  
Max Ehrmann 
  
Go placidly amid the noise and haste,            
and remember what peace there may be in silence. 
As far as possible without surrender 
be on good terms with all persons. 
Speak your truth quietly and clearly; 
and listen to others, 
even the dull and the ignorant; 
they too have their story.  

Avoid loud and aggressive persons, 
they are vexations to the spirit. 
If you compare yourself with others, 
you may become vain and bitter; 
for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself. 
Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.  

Keep interested in your own career, however humble; 
it is a real possession in the changing fortunes of time. 
Exercise caution in your business affairs; 
for the world is full of trickery. 
But let this not blind you to what virtue there is; 
many persons strive for high ideals; 
and everywhere life is full of heroism.  

Be yourself. 
Especially, do not feign affection. 
Neither be cynical about love; 
for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment 
it is as perennial as the grass.  

Take kindly the counsel of the years, 
gracefully surrendering the things of youth. 
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune. 
But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings. 
Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness. 
Beyond a wholesome discipline, 
be gentle with yourself.  

You are a child of the universe, 
no less than the trees and the stars; 
you have a right to be here. 
And whether or not it is clear to you, 
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.  

Therefore be at peace with God, 
whatever you conceive Him to be, 
and whatever your labors and aspirations, 
in the noisy confusion of life keep peace with your soul.  

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, 
it is still a beautiful world. 
Be cheerful. 
Strive to be happy.






















