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Course Details (from © The College Board – apcentral.collegeboard.org)
The AP English Literature and Composition course will engage you in the careful reading
and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts,
you can deepen your understanding of the ways writers use language to create meaning.
You’ll learn to consider a work's structure, style, and themes, as well as smaller-scale
elements such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.
Reading
The AP English Literature and Composition course is intended to give you the experience of
a typical introductory college literature course. It includes intensive study of representative
works from various genres, periods, and cultures, concentrating on works of recognized
literary merit. Reading in the course builds on the reading done in your previous English
courses. You’ll learn to read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a
work's complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is
embodied in literary form. You’ll also learn to consider the social and historical values a
work reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context
provides a foundation for interpreting a text.
Writing
Writing is also an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course and of
the AP Exam. Writing assignments in the course will address the critical analysis of
literature and will include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. In addition,
creative-writing assignments such as response and reaction papers, freewriting, or keeping
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a journal will help you see from the inside how literature is written. The goal of both types
of writing assignments is to increase your ability to explain clearly and cogently what you
understand about literary works and how you interpret
The Exam
The exam is 3 hours long and has two sections — multiple-choice and free-response.
Section I: Multiple Choice | 1 hour | 55 Questions | 45% of Exam Score
•

Includes excerpts from several published works of drama, poetry, or prose fiction

•

Each excerpt is accompanied by several multiple-choice questions or prompts

Section II: Free-response | 2 hours | 3 Free-Response Questions | 55% of Exam Score
•

You write essays that respond to three free-response prompts from the following
categories:
o

A literary analysis of a given poem

o

A literary analysis of a given passage of prose fiction (this may include
drama)

o

An analysis that examines a specific concept, issue, or element in a work of
literary merit that you select

(from © The College Board – apcentral.collegeboard.org)

Texts and Resources:
HUB – houstonisd.org/hub
AP Classroom – myap.collegeboard.org
Norton Textbook – HUB: Digital Resources: Language Arts: Norton Intro to Lit 13e HS
Novels: The Stranger by Albert Camus, Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe, Pachinko by
Min Jin Lee, 1984 by George Orwell, The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, Oryx and
Crake by Margaret Atwood, The Posionwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver, The Bean Trees
by Barbara Kingsolver, The Road by Cormac McCarthy, For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest
Hemmingway, The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, Their Eyes Were Watching God by
Zora Neale Hurston, As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner, All the Light We Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr, The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
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