
Course Description 	 This course will cover the use of digital camera controls, including f/stops, shutter speeds, 
and the production of a correct exposure. Skills will include composition, criticism, lighting, 
and image editing software. Assignments will include creative use of the camera controls 
including depth of field and action motion, shadows and light, alternative camera angles, 
portraits, still life’s, and compositions based on the principles and elements of design. 
Students will receive basic instruction, demonstration, and see samples of the desired 
outcomes, They will be allowed to go outside and shoot assignments, based on what they are 
learning. 


PRE-AP*: Students in this section of the course will be required to complete more work on a higher level of rigor. 
Emphasis is placed on developing photography skills for the college bound student. The work completed will represent 
college level photography and focuses on developing Concentration and Quality work in an AP Portfolio to prepare the 
student to move on to the AP Portfolio class. 

Photo Fee ($55):	 Make payment on SchoolPay (http://bit.ly/photofee2019). As stated in the Westside High 
School Course Catalog, students are required to pay an art fee if they take an art class. This 
fee is to help supplement equipment and materials that might run out in the middle of the year 
(photography paper, ink, lost lens caps, etc.) Due September 30, 2019.


What to Buy:	 Students are required to purchase the following camera accessories:

	 ⌦SD Card: (Recommended: 32 GB and above)

	 ⌦(Optional) DSLR Camera - Class cameras will be provided, but students are welcome to 

bring their own to use. We use Nikon D3300 and D3500 cameras in class.  


Grading:	 Student work is assessed upon composition standards, and creativity. Trying your hardest 
and putting in the effort is noted during grading. Active participation in class discussions, 
technical accuracy, critiques, and group work is essential and is considered part of each 
project grade and final evaluation. There are demonstrations, group work, and competitions 
that require your attendance. 


Deadlines:	 All assignments can be completed outside of class time, and are to be turned in on time 
through Google Classroom. Do not wait until the night before an assignment is due to start it. 
There is ample time between assignments to have each one completed, on time and to the 
best of your ability. No make ups unless there is an absence or special accommodation.


Late Work: 	 ⌦Major grade projects - Grade of 50 will be given.

	 ⌦Minor grade assignments - No credit given.


PHOTO 2 
syllabus

Instructor: Ngoc (Alice) Schrynemeeckers 
Email: ngoc.schrynemeeckers@houstonisd.org 

Room: S121 

Conference Period: 2nd  

Credit hours: 1 credit, 1/2 per semester  



CAMERA POLICY 
All Westside High School digital cameras and the accessories are to be treated with care and respect.  
Camera equipment and materials are expensive and cost hundreds to thousands of dollars. School 
budgets are tight and most camera and studio equipment has taken years of fundraising efforts by 
students who have taken this class before. When things break, they’re not likely to be replaced. The 
loss of a camera or equipment affects everyone in all four classes for the rest of the year or longer. 
Students can become liable for damages if it’s determined that loss/damage was due to the student’s 
negligence.  

CAMERA RULES 

1. Always use the camera strap and keep it around your neck prevent drop damage.

2. Never swing the camera around by the strap.

3. Be careful when giving a camera to another student so that it does not get dropped.

4. Never engage in horseplay (pushing, chasing, play-fighting, etc.) while holding a camera or with a person holding 

a camera.

5. Non-Digital Photo students are not allowed to use the cameras.  They don’t have the same training or level of 

respect for the equipment that you will.

6. Do not leave cameras or accessories unattended.


BEST PRACTICES FOR HANDLING CAMERAS 
Before you walk out of the classroom: 


✓ Make sure your ID with the photo pass sticker is around your neck.

✓ Power the camera on and take 2 or more pictures with it.  Play back the pictures.  This will verify that the camera 

has a battery, it’s currently functioning, and the memory card is inside. 
✓ Check the lens to make sure autofocus is working.  
✓ See if the battery has a full charge. 
✓ Check for smudges on the lens. Clean the lens if it becomes dirty using one of our lens wipes. Keep your fingers 

off the lens. 


If there is something wrong with the camera, you must tell the teacher immediately 
before stepping outside of the classroom, or you will be liable for damages if it is 
reported later.  

IF YOU ARE OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM TAKING PHOTOS:  
1. Never ask to pull a student from some other class out.

2. Never create a disturbance that is distracting to other teachers, even if you are outside.

3. Never go into the admin building, counselor’s office, PE, or other teachers’ classrooms without prior approval.

4. Always treat our equipment and other people with respect. 



Student/Parent Contract for Borrowing School Cameras 
I will return the camera equipment in the same condition in which I received it. If not, I will be responsible for any 
damages. I agree to pay all assessments, damage, or replacement fees, and any non-warranty repair costs up to the full 
replacement cost per item. The school uses Nikon D3500 digital cameras that are $500 each. Lens cost $100 each.


I realize that the school cameras are a shared resource and that other students are depending on the cameras being 
returned on time. I acknowledge that I will pay a late fee of $1/per day if I fail to return the equipment as agreed the next 
school day after I check out said camera.


I also agree to:

	 •	 Keep the equipment locked or otherwise secured from theft at all times.

	 •	 Keep equipment in a padded case at all times unless actively using the equipment.

	 •	 Keep water and sand from coming into contact with the equipment.

	 •	 Handle equipment carefully and prevent it from becoming damaged.

	 •	 Report any mechanical problems, and any needed repairs.

	 •	 Never lend the equipment to another person, or allow another person to use the equipment.


Classroom Expectations 
I am expected to follow the three classroom rules: 
1. Be respectful - Respect teacher, fellow students, equipment, and classmates’ photographs. 
2. Follow directions - Listen to teacher or read the instructions. 

3. Stay on task - Listen when I’m supposed to be listening. Work when I’m supposed to be working. 
Failure to meet these expectations for the first time will result in a warning, the second time in a loss of participation 
points/privileges, and the third time parent notification. I will also follow the school’s attendance policy, tardy policy, and 
other rules. 


 

Student Name (Print): I, ____________________________________ have read Mrs. Schrynemeeckers’s syllabus/camera 
policy document and understand and agree to abide by the rules, policies, and procedures outlined. 
Student Signature:  

________________________________ Date: (____ / ____ / ____)


 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print): I, ________________________________ have read Mrs. Schrynemeeckers’s syllabus/
camera policy and agree to abide by the rules, policies, and procedures outlined. 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  

________________________________ Date: (____ / ____ / ____)

Phone number: ________________________________

Email: ________________________________________ 



SEMESTER 1: ELEMENTS ART + PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN 
INTRODUCTION TO PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN: WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 
Assignments will explore the elements and principles of design. The elements and principles of two-dimensional design 
are the essential tools necessary for effective visual communication.  Through digital photography, students will become 
fluent in this language of design.  The pace will be rigorous in that a new element and/or principle will be explored each 
week. Throughout the unit, you will also learn a variety of digital media techniques using Adobe Photoshop.


SEMESTER TWO: CONCENTRATION/QUALITY SECTIONS 
CONCENTRATION SECTION 
The second semester will be devoted almost entirely to your concentration series so that you have time to explore your 
idea in depth.  You will explore your concentration series in order to prepare yourself for the AP exam your senior year. A 
concentration is an in-depth exploration of a particular design concern.  A concentration is a body of related works that:

• Grow out of a coherent plan of action or investigation

• Are unified by an underlying idea that has visual and/or conceptual coherence

• Are based on your individual interest in a particular visual idea

• Are focused on a process of investigation, growth, and discovery; and

• Show the development of a visual language appropriate for your subject.


CONCENTRATION WORK TIME (WEEKS 2-13): 
Once students have decided on a concentration idea, they will be doing research, taking photographs, and editing 
weekly based on their chosen theme.  They will take many more pictures than the final concentration portfolio requires 
so that the theme can truly be explored in depth.  The best 6 pieces from your concentration images will be chosen as a 
part of the “Mini AP Portfolio” Photo 2 Pre-AP presentation on your final exam day.


SCHOOL POLICIES 
The use of phones in the classroom is prohibited. Students will comply with the HISD Code of Student Conduct and the 
Westside discipline management system.

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Any unauthorized collaboration, plagiarism, forgery, theft, or other dishonest behavior will result in a zero grade, 
administrative referral, and parent contact. All images submitted for grading must conform with federal, state, and local 
laws as well as the school policies.

APPROPRIATION VS. PLAGIARISM  
Development of original thought is a primary value in visual art, and an important objective of this course. As you find 
solutions to the challenges posed in this course, keep in mind the difference between legitimate creative ‘appropriation’ 
and simple plagiarism: 


“If you submit work that makes use of photographs, published images, and/or other artists’ works, you must show substantial and 
significant development beyond duplication. This may be demonstrated through manipulation of the formal qualities, design, and/
or concept of the original work. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates copyright law to simply copy and image 
(even in another medium) that was made by someone else.” AP Studio Art poster
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