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Consejos TELPAS para padres

Ventana de evaluación TELPAS 2023-2024

CÓMO AYUDAR A SU HIJO A PREPARARSE 
PARA TELPAS

Los estudiantes bilingües emergentes deben realizar el examen TELPAS además de 
la evaluación STAAR. TELPAS es un programa de evaluación para estudiantes en las 
escuelas públicas de Texas que están aprendiendo el idioma inglés. Las letras en 
TELPAS significan en inglés: Sistema de Evaluación de Dominio del Idioma Inglés de 
Texas. La Agencia de Educación de Texas desarrolló TELPAS para cumplir con LOS 
requisitos estatales y federales. Texas evalúa anualmente el dominio del idioma inglés 
de estudiantes de K-12 que han sido identificados como estudiantes de inglés (EL) en 
cuatro áreas del lenguaje: comprensión oral, expresión oral, lectura y escritura. TELPAS 
evalúa el progreso de cada EL para alcanzar el dominio del uso del inglés académico. 

El siguiente enlace ayudará a los padres a mantenerse informados sobre las evaluaciones 
estatales y encontrar recursos útiles para los estudiantes. Los padres pueden navegar por 
programa de evaluación y encontrar recursos, como pruebas liberadas, herramientas 
para búsqueda de libros, recursos para aumentar la conciencia del proceso de educación 
especial, apoyo para estudiantes bilingües emergentes y más. 

Haga clic aquí (texasassessment.gov) para el enlace para Estudiantes y familias.

Haga clic aquí (texas.gov) para ver completo el Calendario de evaluación de TEA

Los padres encontrarán información útil para ayudar a los estudiantes 
a prepararse para los exámenes STAAR y TELPAS. Estos consejos y actividades 
útiles pueden ayudar a los estudiantes a prepararse para TELPAS. Las actividades 
se enfocan en las cuatro áreas del lenguaje de TELPAS: comprensión oral, 
expresión oral, lectura y escritura.

Haga clic aquí: Cómo ayudar a mi hijo a prepararse (texasassessment.gov)

Fechas de evaluación TELPAS

Ventana de evaluación
19 de febrero a 29 
de marzo

TELPAS para grados K-12: 
comprensión oral, expresión oral, 
lectura y escritura.

Fechas de evaluación TELPAS Alternate

Ventana de evaluación
19 de febrero a 29 
de marzo

TELPAS Alternate para grados 2-12: 
comprensión oral, expresión oral, 
lectura y escritura.

Tu futuro, nuestra misión

Acompáñenos el sábado 17 de febrero de 2024
para el Evento para la Comunidad y Padres Multilingües

Hora:  9:00 a. m. - 12:00 p. m.

Centro de Apoyo Educativo 
Hattie Mae White
4400 W 18th St. Houston, TX 77092

El evento ofrece a las familias y miembros 
de la comunidad del HISD la oportunidad 
de aprender de expertos en la educación 
sobre temas relacionados con las 
oportunidades universitarias que se 
ofrecen a los estudiantes. 

Lista de verificación STAAR para padres
Como padre, su objetivo es ayudar a su hijo a tener éxito en la vida. Aquí le 
mostramos lo que puede hacer para ayudarlos a desempeñarse bien en la escuela 
y en el examen STAAR. Descargue una copia de la lista de verificación aquí. 

https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/
pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf

TU FUTUROFUTURO...
NUESTRA MISIÓNMISIÓN.

Sábado

17  17  
de febrerode febrero

Asista para  Asista para  

tener la oportunidad 
tener la oportunidad 

de GANARde GANAR

9 9 a. m.  
aa
1212 p. m.

HMWHMW
4400 W 18th St. 

Houston, TX 77092  

REGÍSTRESE AQUÍREGÍSTRESE AQUÍ

¡Hagamos planes para la universidad!

Únase a nosotros para un evento informativo diseñado 

para empoderar a los padres de estudiantes bilingües 

emergentes mientras navegan el camino educativo de sus 

hijos dentro de nuestro distrito para planificar su futuro.

EL DEPARTAMENTO DE PROGRAMAS MULTILINGÜES PRESENTA META DEL EVENTOÚnase a nuestro Evento para Padres Multilingües el 17 de febrero, donde nos 

enfocaremos en la preparación educativa y financiera para estudiantes de 

secundaria y preparatoria y sus tutores. Incluye sesiones en la sala de juntas 

sobre: 
• asequibilidad de la formación universitaria y profesional
• laboratorio práctico para asistencia en la solicitud de ayuda financiera

•  cursos para estudiantes de secundaria y preparatoria que cubren temas como 

planificación de preparación universitaria, profesional y militar
• preparación para el nuevo examen SAT totalmente digital
• derechos legales para inmigrantes• enlaces escolares
Esta es una feria de recursos familiares para explorar oportunidades educativas 

y recursos para el éxito postsecundario que no querrá perderse.

INVITADOS ESPECIALES  

LABORATORIOS ABIERTOS- Solicitudes universitarias- Redacción de ensayos -Solicitud de Ayuda 

Financiera Estatal de Texas (TASFA) / Solicitud Gratuita de Ayuda Federal 

para Estudiantes (FAFSA)- Solicitudes de elección de escuela del HISD

Spanish

http://www.houstonisd.org/voices
https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html
https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/student-assessment-testing-calendar-23-24.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/student-assessment-testing-calendar-23-24.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/telpas-prepare
https://www.texasassessment.gov/telpas-prepare
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
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Parents of students who are not yet proficient in English worry about not being able to support their child’s English language development at home. Parents who are not yet fluent in English and only use their native language at home wonder if solely using the native language will hinder their child’s ability to learn English and subsequently compromise their ability to be academically successful. 
Believe it or not, the native language is your child’s most valuable resource. There is growing evidence that the home language of English learners supports academic success (Genesee & Lindholm-Leary,  in press). According to research, by supporting your child in developing listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the home language, you are helping them develop these skills in English by providing them the opportunity to build strong receptive and expressive language skills. There is evidence that the development of strong language skills in the native language supports the development of oral and literacy skills in a second language. Moreover, having a large vocabulary in the native language supports your child’s ability to learn and expand their vocabulary in the second language.  Children greatly benefit from the ability to communicate in more than one language when given the opportunity to develop strong language skills in both the native language and in English. Taking an additive approach to language learning supports bilingualism and biliteracy. Knowing two or more languages can have positive cognitive, communicative, cultural, affective, and economic long-term benefits.  To this end, I encourage you to support your child’s academic progress by providing opportunities to develop strong native language and English skills.  The Texas Education Agency (TEA) English Learner Support Division has compiled a variety of helpful websites to support families with English learners at home. These websites will help in strengthening English language proficiency skills in Listening (L), Reading (R), Speaking (S), and Writing (W). https://www.txel.org/helpfulwebsite/

Winter 2022 
www.houstonisd.org/multilingual 

Edition II Issue 2
Drop of Wisdom

Patricia Sanchez, ED. D.  
Multilingual 
Compliance Senior Manager

Ray K. Daily Elementary

It is through the eyes of Principal Tiet and her camera 
that we capture a glimpse into the flourishing 
campus known as Daily Elementary.  She shares with 
us images of happy children interacting with one 
another, students’ whose dual language environment 
fosters three goals: bilingualism/biliteracy, high 
academic achievement in both languages and 
sociocultural competence.  As Daily’s Leader, Cindy W. 
Tiet, describes the campus faculty as “a very close-knit 
vertical dual language team which fosters ongoing 
conversations around how we can best help our 
students.  In addition to being a part of the vertical 
team, each DL teacher also plans with their content 
area colleagues in their grade level.  They share 
instructional strategies, student successes, activities, 
and resources during their Professional Learning 
Communities.  Teachers have ongoing conversations 
about their students who have participated in the 
program; it is rewarding for our Kindergarten and 1st 
grade DL teachers to hear how their former students 
are currently thriving in 3rd and 4th grades.  All while 
sustaining a positive culture.”
A significant percentage of Daily’s students have 
been enrolled in the DL program over multiple years 
which has contributed to their success in developing 
true biliteracy by the end of 5th grade.  The cohort of 
students and their families form strong relationships 
with one another since each class transitions to 
the next grade level together.  Principal Tiet notes 
how their students begin to gain confidence, while 
developing leadership skills and providing support to 
their campus’ newcomer students. 

Ms. Tiet shares more about Daily Elementary… “it is 
a very diverse school, and we like to highlight all the 
different cultures that our students represent.  This 
year, for Hispanic Heritage Month, our celebration 
culminated in a SCHOOL-WIDE Hispanic Heritage 
parade where all classes, both DL and non-DL, 
represented their learning of different Hispanic 
countries and others showcased their learning of 
important Hispanic individuals who have made 
significant contributions to our society.”  Principal Tiet recognizes that while her staff is 

instrumental in providing their student body the 
guidance needed to succeed in a structured and 
challenging program such as the Dual program; 
she also credits the strong relationships developed 
between parents and teachers from the beginning 
through consistent communication.  

Dual Language ES Spotlight

Oficina de Educación del Alcalde

Recursos de la TEA

Cómo acceder a un Centro Sunrise

Preparación para la universidad  
y la carrera

Este portal web de la TEA está diseñado para brindarle a usted y a su familia 
información y recursos para garantizar el éxito académico de su hijo.     
Página principal del portal del estudiante de inglés (txel.org)         

Regístrese como suscriptor del portal TXEL para recibir recursos útiles, 
actualizaciones e información de eventos sobre cómo apoyar a los estudiantes 
bilingües emergentes. Haga clic aquí para suscribirse.

La preparación para la universidad comienza tan temprano como en la primaria, 
cuando se comienza a aprender sobre los diferentes tipos de trabajos. En la escuela 
secundaria, los estudiantes comienzan a tener conversaciones sobre los diferentes 
tipos de clases disponibles que les ayudarán a prepararse para diferentes carreras. 
El artículo titulado "La Importancia de la Preparación profesional: Cómo Planificar tu 
Trabajo Soñado" trata precisamente de eso. El artículo explica que la preparación 
profesional comienza en la escuela secundaria. Será útil para su hijo tener una 
idea de cuáles son sus intereses antes de ingresar a la escuela secundaria. Esto 
aumentará sus posibilidades de tomar las clases adecuadas antes de graduarse de 
la escuela secundaria.

El artículo dice que la mejor manera de prepararse para el mercado laboral 
actual es encontrar algunas trayectorias profesionales que le interesen, aprender 
sobre diferentes opciones profesionales y hablar con un consejero. Aunque los 
estudiantes continúan aprendiendo materias académicas, el artículo también 
enfatiza la importancia de aprender habilidades blandas, como la comunicación 
oral, el trabajo en equipo y el pensamiento crítico, las cuales mejorarán el éxito de 
un estudiante tanto en la universidad como en la vida profesional.
Boletín para padres y familias (smore.com)

• Visite un Centro Sunrise: Siéntase libre de visitar cualquier Centro Sunrise 
en su comunidad. Nuestro personal de bienvenida está listo para ayudarlo 
con cualquier pregunta o apoyo que pueda necesitar.

• Haga clic aquí: Por favor complete el formulario de admisión y un miembro 
de nuestro equipo del Centro Sunrise se pondrá en contacto con usted 
oportunamente.

• Conéctese con el personal de la escuela: Comuníquese con el Especialista 
de Wraparound de su campus, el consejero, el maestro o la enfermera. Están 
bien equipados para guiarlo hacia los recursos apropiados del Centro Sunrise 
adaptados a sus necesidades específicas.

Servicios de programación básica
• Atención médica
• Salud mental
• Administración de casos
• Tienda de ropa/uniformes
• Despensa de alimentos y mercados
• Enriquecimiento para estudiantes y padres

Los estudiantes de secundaria pueden necesitar apoyo mientras se preparan 
para la universidad. Visite la página de la Oficina de Educación del Alcalde 
de la Ciudad de Houston para obtener información sobre becas, apoyo en la 
planificación universitaria y asistencia financiera. https://www.houstontx.gov/
education/ccp-scholarships.html 
Encuentre apoyo adicional para la planificación universitaria a través de 
CaféCollege Houston. Ubicado dentro de la Biblioteca y Centro de Aprendizaje 
del Vecindario Carnegie. Encuentre recursos de primer nivel para jóvenes, 
estudiantes que buscan universidades por primera vez y adultos que desean 
aprender. Los servicios son gratuitos y accesibles, con personal experimentado 
disponible para garantizar que todos los estudiantes estén listos para la 
universidad y la vida profesional.
Ofrecen asistencia financiera, ayuda para la inscripción en la universidad y su 
programa de alfabetización para adultos brinda tutoría gratuita para que los 
adultos adquieran competencia en alfabetización. 
https://houstonlibrary.org/cafecollege-houston 

Actualizaciones de Elección de Escuela
HISD es un distrito de inscripción abierta de elección, donde una familia puede presentar 
una solicitud a cualquier escuela en el distrito que satisfaga las necesidades de un estudiante. 
El proceso de Elección de Escuela permite a las familias elegir entre cientos de opciones de 
escuelas locales y especializadas a través de una única solicitud.

Haga clic aquí para presentar una solicitud: choosehisd.my.site.com/Apply/SiteLanding

Fechas del proceso de Elección de Escuela
Haga clic aquí para ver un video con información general del proceso de Elección de Escuela.  
https://youtu.be/6UUxLBqeHk4 

Visite la página de inicio de Elección de Escuela de HISD para obtener más información, un 
calendario completo de eventos y para conocer más sobre su próximo evento Feria de Elección 
de Escuela:

23 de marzo de 2024, de 9 a. m. a 12 p. m.
Escuela Secundaria Lamar

Elección de Escuela de HISD / Página de Inicio (houstonisd.org)

Fecha límite para padres para la solicitud de evaluación de GT 08/12/2023

Apertura de la solicitud de la Fase Uno (por lotería) 18/01/2024

Fecha de vencimiento de la solicitud de la Fase Uno* 23/02/2024

Fecha de notificación de la lotería (estudiante asignado a la escuela) 26/03/2024

Apertura de la solicitud de la Fase Dos (los estudiantes que no aceptaron una 
posición en la lotería y aún desean una asignación escolar diferente pueden 
solicitar cualquier escuela con cupo disponible).

26/03/2024

Fecha límite de aceptación para una escuela de la Fase Uno (los estudiantes que 
desean acepar su asignación de escuela deben hacerlo antes de esta fecha). 09/04/2024

Cierre de la solicitud de la Fase Dos Próximamente

Para acceder a todos 
nuestros boletines 
informativos para 
padres de Programas 
Multilingües, haga 
clic aquí o escanee  
el código QR.

Austin High School 

The dual language pathway program at Austin High 

School is a perfect opportunity for our newcomers 

and existing students to utilize their biliteracy, which 

is a superpower. There has never been dual language 

instruction at Austin High School, and we are excited 

to be launching the program for the first time. The 

program at Austin High School is part of the pipeline in 

which students from dual language elementaries and 

middle schools in our feeder pattern can have a place 

to continue their language journey, grow, and take it to 

the next level. 

Austin High School will launch the program with 

one 9th-grade cohort of 20-25 students, including 

newcomer students. The program will include AP 

Spanish, AP Spanish Literature, and Algebra 1 in Spanish. 

This is all part of a concerted effort to encourage Austin 

students to be biliterate, go into the teaching profession, become certified bilingual teachers, and fill the increasing 

vacancies in HISD. But most importantly it will help us meet the needs of our community. Austin faculty and staff are 

actively recruiting students, communicating with parents, and collaborating with higher education institutions to 

achieve this goal. Ultimately, students should be able to thrive both in their native language and in English, which will 

give them an advantage in their future careers.

Scarborough High School

The dual language program at Scarborough High 

school began because I saw that there were only a 

handful of dual language high schools in the country. 

With the help of the Office of School Choice, we realized 

that there is a need in our community to have a dual 

language high school campus. We have many dual 

language elementary schools and middle schools 

in HISD, yet no dual language high schools for these 

students to attend. As a result, we will begin offering 

a World Language Spanish; Social Studies will also be 

offered in Spanish. 

Both students who are zoned to our campus and the 

ones who would like to apply to the magnet program 

will be able to apply to the dual language pathway 

program. We want to include our newcomer students 

for them to feel welcome. We would like to provide opportunities for them to thrive both in their native language and 

in English. We will start our program with one 9th-grade cohort of 20-25 students.

We have been working closely with our Multilingual Department and World Language Curriculum Department to 

develop a good solid background for our program model. We will continue with this collaboration in the hope of 

improving our program in the future. We will also focus on better communication with our parents, through creating 

options for them to be involved in the process of developing our dual language program.

Our school will benefit from the dual language program by serving as a bridge for our newcomer students and give 

them a chance to be academically successful, in both English and Spanish. For students attending dual language 

elementary schools and middle schools, we are providing them a chance to continue their path to become biliterate. 

When our students graduate from Scarborough, they will be fully bilingual and biliterate, which will prepare them for 

the professional world.
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As both a Houston 

ISD employee 

and a mother, I 

recognize the value 

in being bilingual. 

Besides the obvious 

economic benefits, 

being bilingual 

actually increases 

your brain power. 

It makes you better 

at multi-tasking, 

focusing your 

attention, and 

problem-solving. 

The out-of-the-

box thinking that 

bilingual individuals 

possess also allows 

for greater creativity. Research shows that 

bilingual students outperform monolingual 

students in cognitive skills, social skills, literacy, 

and emotional skills. If that is not enough, more 

recent research has shown that a bilingual person 

ages more slowly, even delaying diseases like 

dementia and Alzheimer’s. This results in longer 

and more satisfying lives.

For this reason, I have pursued bilingualism 

both personally and professionally. I worked 

ridiculously hard in college to become bilingual.  

I attended Spanish film nights and collaborated 

with the free tutor on campus. I attended every 

Spanish class I could get my hands on and spent 

hundreds of hours in the Spanish lab watching 

telenovelas and practicing my grammar. All of 

this, so I could not only be bilingual myself, but 

also so I could help students achieve bilingualism. 

I have ensured that my son is bilingual as well by 

placing him in a dual language program here in 

Houston ISD. I am proud to say that he is now in 

the sixth grade and is not only bilingual, but also 

biliterate and bicultural.

I encourage you to value your home language 

and keep that language going strong in your 

family for generations. While you embrace English 

and American customs and culture, do not let go 

of your own language, customs, and traditions. 

Aim for your children and grandchildren to be 

bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural. As the saying 

goes, “Quien sabe dos lenguas vale por dos,” or 

“A man who knows two languages is worth two 

men.”  Make sure you show your children the 

value in what they bring to the world.

Drop of Wisdom
Dual Language Campus Highlights

Kate Anderson

Sr. Manager,  

Multilingual Programs

Lilly Rincon, Principal 

Orlando Reyna, Principal

The 2022 Houston ISD Multilingual 

Summer Enrichment for secondary 

immigrant and refugee students 

provided students with real-life 

experiences through community 

partnerships in Houston that transfer 

to academic success. These field 

trips offered access to rich hands-on 

learning experiences while exploring 

postsecondary options in literature 

and drama, STEM, career exploration, 

and civics. The enrichment program 

also provided a valuable opportunity 

for students to build their cultural 

knowledge and the real-world 

application of learning.

The summer enrichment program 

promoted students’ social and 

emotional learning while smoothing the 

transition process for students entering 

and exiting the newcomer program. The 

summer enrichment program exposed 

students to authentic hands-on 

sensory experiences that strengthened 

observation skills, built background 

knowledge that can contribute to their 

future academic success, and expanded 

community awareness. These field trip 

opportunities developed students’ 

language skills while meeting college 

and career readiness standards by 

connecting language to experience.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 

school year! We are so excited 

you chose an HISD school to call 

home for this upcoming year. As 

you prepare your child/children 

for the first days of school, we 

want you to know we are here 

to support you and your family 

with their academic, social, and 

emotional needs. We want EVERY 

child and family to feel welcomed 

and valued as they enter our 

doors. We want to communicate 

and connect with each of you 

through our teachers, campus 

support staff, campus leadership, 

and district support staff, please 

make sure you provide your 

school with an updated email 

and phone number. We are eager 

to share information with you 

regarding different parent events, 

important reminders, and other 

relevant information. I highly 

encourage you to contact your 

school’s Wraparound Specialist 

to learn about the different 

resources available to our families.  

Download the PowerSchool 

application to help you keep track 

of your child’s/children’s grades 

and attendance. We are here for 

YOU, do not hesitate to reach out 

to your school or our department 

anytime! 

Multilingual@houstonisd.org

Summer  2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 

Edition I, Issue 7

Drop of Wisdom

Sonya X. Monreal

Executive Director, 

Multilingual Department

2022 Multilingual Programs Summer 

Enrichment for Secondary Immigrant 

and Refugee Students
Message to Parents

STAAR Scores are Available at  

The Texas Education Agency Website

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Drop of Wisdom

for preschool parents

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

https://www.houstonisd.org/HIPPY

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY Program.  

Click on the following link to learn more. 

https://www.houstonisd.org/HIPPY

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Fall/Winter 2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 

Edition II, Issue 2/3

Drop of Wisdom

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

For preschool parents
Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY 

Program.  Click on the following link to learn more. 

 HIPPY / Home (houstonisd.org).

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Fall/Winter 2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 
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Drop of Wisdom

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

For preschool parents
Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY 

Program.  Click on the following link to learn more. 

 HIPPY / Home (houstonisd.org).

Spanish

https://www.txel.org/
https://www.txel.org/subscribe
https://www.smore.com/hv6j2
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Zpnr9TaTM0uIlZmCQlsT7cOYsEoUxYVJhjcnHPl3DWtUM0QyTElEVEY4RklXNzlSTTAwSFZVSk1JWiQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.houstontx.gov/education/ccp-scholarships.html
https://www.houstontx.gov/education/ccp-scholarships.html
https://houstonlibrary.org/cafecollege-houston
https://choosehisd.my.site.com/Apply/SiteLanding
https://youtu.be/6UUxLBqeHk4
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/177890
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/191018

