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TELPAS 家长贴士

2023-2024 年 TELPAS 测试窗口

如何帮助您的孩子
为 TELPAS 做好准备

除了 STAAR 外，双语新生还必须参加 TELPAS 测试。TELPAS 是一项评估项目，对象
是在德克萨斯州公立学校学习英语语言的学生。TELPAS 为首字母缩略词，其全称
是“德克萨斯州英语语言能力评估系统”。TELPAS 由德克萨斯州教育局开发，符合
州和联邦要求。德克萨斯州每年会对被确定为英语学习者 (EL) 的 K-12 年级学生进
行一次英语语言能力评估，主要考察四个语言领域 — 听、说、读、写。TELPAS 旨在
评估每位 EL 在熟练使用学术英语方面取得的进步。

家长可以访问以下链接，以及时了解州评估的相关信息，并为学生找到有用的资
源。家长可以浏览评估项目，找到各种资源，例如已发布的测试、找书工具、能够提
高其对特殊教育过程认识的资源，以及双语新生可获取的支持等等。

点击此处 (texasassessment.gov) 打开“学生和家庭”链接。

点击此处 (texas.gov) 查看完整版 TEA 测试日历

家长可以找到有用信息，帮助学生为 STAAR 和 TELPAS 做好准备。这些有用
的贴士和活动可以帮助学生准备 TELPAS。活动侧重于 TELPAS 的四个语言领
域 — 听、说、读、写。
点击此处阅读《如何帮助我的孩子做好准备》(texasassessment.gov)

测试日期 TELPAS

评估窗口
2 月 19 日至 3 月 29 日

TELPAS K-12 年级听说读写

测试日期 TELPAS Alternate

评估窗口
2 月 19 日至 3 月 29 日

TELPAS 2-12 年级听说读写替代
评估

您的未来，我们的使命

参加我们的多语言家长和社区活动
日期：2024 年 2 月 17 日（周六）
时间： 上午 9:00 至中午 12:00

哈蒂·马·怀教育支持中心
4400 W 18th St., Houston, TX 77092

本次活动为 HISD 的家庭和社区成员
提供了一个机会，让他们能够针对有
关为学生提供的升学机会的主题，向
教育专家取经问策。

STAAR 家长检查清单
作为家长，您的目标是帮助您的孩子在生活中取得成功。您可以通过采取以
下行动，帮助孩子在学校和 STAAR 测试中取得出色表现。点击此处下载检查
清单副本。
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/
pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf

您的 未来未来...
我们的 使命使命.

周六

2 2 月月 17  17 日日

参加活动，参加活动，
赢取好礼赢取好礼

上午 99 点
 至至  
中午 1212 点

HMWHMW
4400 W 18th St. 

Houston, TX 77092  

在此注册在此注册

让我们一起规划大学生活！

敬请加入本次活动，了解更
多信息，让双语新生的家长

们在我们学区为孩子规划
理想求学之路。

多语介绍

活动目标
敬请参加我们于 2 月 17 日举办的多语家长活动，共同探讨初高中学生的教育准备
情况及其监护人的财务状况。活动在会议室内举办，内容包括： 
• 对大学和职业培训的负担能力• 动手实验室，有助于申请资助• 针对初高中学生开设的课程，涵盖大学、职业和军事准备规划等主题

• 备考新的全数字 SAT 考试• 移民的法定权利
• 学校相关链接

这是一个家庭资源介绍会，旨在为您提供教育机会和资源，帮助您在中学毕业后顺利求学,请一定不要错过。

特邀嘉宾  

开放实验室
-大学申请 -论文写作 -TASFA/FAFSA -休士顿独立学区择校申请

Simplified Chinese

http://www.houstonisd.org/voices
https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html
https://www.texasassessment.gov/families.html
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/student-assessment-testing-calendar-23-24.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/testing/student-assessment-overview/student-assessment-testing-calendar-23-24.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/telpas-prepare
https://www.texasassessment.gov/telpas-prepare
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
https://www.texasassessment.gov/-/media/project/client-portals/texas/pdf/2020-2021/parents-checklist-3.pdf
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Parents of students who are not yet proficient in English worry about not being able to support their child’s English language development at home. Parents who are not yet fluent in English and only use their native language at home wonder if solely using the native language will hinder their child’s ability to learn English and subsequently compromise their ability to be academically successful. 
Believe it or not, the native language is your child’s most valuable resource. There is growing evidence that the home language of English learners supports academic success (Genesee & Lindholm-Leary,  in press). According to research, by supporting your child in developing listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the home language, you are helping them develop these skills in English by providing them the opportunity to build strong receptive and expressive language skills. There is evidence that the development of strong language skills in the native language supports the development of oral and literacy skills in a second language. Moreover, having a large vocabulary in the native language supports your child’s ability to learn and expand their vocabulary in the second language.  Children greatly benefit from the ability to communicate in more than one language when given the opportunity to develop strong language skills in both the native language and in English. Taking an additive approach to language learning supports bilingualism and biliteracy. Knowing two or more languages can have positive cognitive, communicative, cultural, affective, and economic long-term benefits.  To this end, I encourage you to support your child’s academic progress by providing opportunities to develop strong native language and English skills.  The Texas Education Agency (TEA) English Learner Support Division has compiled a variety of helpful websites to support families with English learners at home. These websites will help in strengthening English language proficiency skills in Listening (L), Reading (R), Speaking (S), and Writing (W). https://www.txel.org/helpfulwebsite/

Winter 2022 
www.houstonisd.org/multilingual 

Edition II Issue 2
Drop of Wisdom

Patricia Sanchez, ED. D.  
Multilingual 
Compliance Senior Manager

Ray K. Daily Elementary

It is through the eyes of Principal Tiet and her camera 
that we capture a glimpse into the flourishing 
campus known as Daily Elementary.  She shares with 
us images of happy children interacting with one 
another, students’ whose dual language environment 
fosters three goals: bilingualism/biliteracy, high 
academic achievement in both languages and 
sociocultural competence.  As Daily’s Leader, Cindy W. 
Tiet, describes the campus faculty as “a very close-knit 
vertical dual language team which fosters ongoing 
conversations around how we can best help our 
students.  In addition to being a part of the vertical 
team, each DL teacher also plans with their content 
area colleagues in their grade level.  They share 
instructional strategies, student successes, activities, 
and resources during their Professional Learning 
Communities.  Teachers have ongoing conversations 
about their students who have participated in the 
program; it is rewarding for our Kindergarten and 1st 
grade DL teachers to hear how their former students 
are currently thriving in 3rd and 4th grades.  All while 
sustaining a positive culture.”
A significant percentage of Daily’s students have 
been enrolled in the DL program over multiple years 
which has contributed to their success in developing 
true biliteracy by the end of 5th grade.  The cohort of 
students and their families form strong relationships 
with one another since each class transitions to 
the next grade level together.  Principal Tiet notes 
how their students begin to gain confidence, while 
developing leadership skills and providing support to 
their campus’ newcomer students. 

Ms. Tiet shares more about Daily Elementary… “it is 
a very diverse school, and we like to highlight all the 
different cultures that our students represent.  This 
year, for Hispanic Heritage Month, our celebration 
culminated in a SCHOOL-WIDE Hispanic Heritage 
parade where all classes, both DL and non-DL, 
represented their learning of different Hispanic 
countries and others showcased their learning of 
important Hispanic individuals who have made 
significant contributions to our society.”  Principal Tiet recognizes that while her staff is 

instrumental in providing their student body the 
guidance needed to succeed in a structured and 
challenging program such as the Dual program; 
she also credits the strong relationships developed 
between parents and teachers from the beginning 
through consistent communication.  

Dual Language ES Spotlight

市长教育办公室

TEA 资源

如何访问 Sunrise Center

大学和职业准备

本 TEA 门户网站旨在为您和您的家人提供信息和资源，以确保您的孩子取得
学业成功。英语学习者门户网站主页 (txel.org)        

注册为 TXEL 门户网站的订阅者，以接收有关如何支持双语新生的有用资
源、最新资讯和活动信息。点击此处订阅。

从孩子进入小学开始，您就可以了解不同类型的工作，为其将来上大学做准
备。在中学，学生们会开始讨论不同种类的课程，这些课程将帮助他们为不
同的职业做好准备。标题为《做好职业准备的重要性：如何规划您的理想工
作》的文章详细介绍了这一点。该文章称，职业准备应从高中开始。在进入高
中之前确定自己的兴趣将对您的孩子大有裨益。这样他们将有更多机会在高
中毕业前选择正确的课程。

该文章还介绍说，为当下的就业市场做好准备的最佳方法就是，确定一些自
己感兴趣的职业道路，了解各种职业选择，并咨询辅导员。该文章还强调，
在学生继续学习学术知识的同时，培养软技能也十分重要，例如口头交流技
能、团队合作能力和批判性思维，这些技能将帮助学生在大学生活和职业生
涯中取得成功。家长和家庭时事通讯 (smore.com)

• 前往 Sunrise Center：您可以随时前往您所在社区的任何 Sunrise Center。
我们的工作人员乐意为您效劳，他们将致力于解答您的任何疑问或提供您
可能需要的任何支持。

• 点击此处：请填写入学表格，我们的 Sunrise Center 团队成员将立即与您 
联系。

• 联系学校人员：联系您孩子校区的综合专家、辅导员、老师或校医。他们 
均经过良好培训，可以根据您的特定需求，为您提供适当的 Sunrise Center 
资源。

核心项目服务
• 医疗护理
• 心理健康
• 病例管理
• 服装/制服商店
• 食品分发处和市场
• 学生和家长充实活动

高中生可能需要支持才能为大学做好准备。访问“休斯敦市市长教育办公室” 
页面，以了解有关奖学金、大学规划支持和财务援助的更多信息。 
https://www.houstontx.gov/education/ccp-scholarships.html

通过 CaféCollege Houston 获取有关大学规划的更多支持。位于卡内基社区图 
书馆和学习中心内。找到适用于青少年、准大学生和成人学习者的一流资源。 
服务无需任何费用，并且由经验丰富的工作人员提供，以确保所有学习者都 
能为大学生活和职业生涯做好准备。

他们可以提供财务援助、大学入学帮助，他们的成人扫盲计划还能为成人学习
者提供免费辅导，以提高其读写能力。

https://houstonlibrary.org/cafecollege-houston

最新择校信息
HISD 是一个开放招生的首选学区，每个家庭都可以申请学区内任何一所符
合学生需求的学校。在择校过程中，家长可以从数百所社区学校和专业院校
中选择一所进行申请。
点击此处申请：choosehisd.my.site.com/Apply/SiteLanding

择校过程日期
点击此处观看择校过程的总体概述视频。
https://youtu.be/6UUxLBqeHk4

访问 HISD 主页中的“择校”页面，以了解更多信息、查看完整活动日历，以及
获取有关下一次择校展活动的更多信息：

2024 年 3 月 23 日上午 9 点至中午 12 点
拉马高中 (Lamar High School)

HISD 择校/主页 (houstonisd.org)

家长申请 GT 测试的截止日期 2023 年 12 月 8 日

申请第一阶段开始日期（适用于抽签制） 2024 年 1 月 18 日

申请第一阶段结束日期* 2024 年 2 月 23 日

抽签结果公布日期（学生与学校匹配） 2024 年 3 月 26 日

申请第二阶段开始日期（如果学生不接受抽签结果，想要进入另一所学校就
读，可以重新申请任何有多余名额的学校。） 2024 年 3 月 26 日

学校录取第一阶段截止日期（如果学生愿意接受学校匹配结果，则必须在此
日期之前完成入学。） 2024 年 4 月 9 日

申请第二阶段结束日期 敬请期待

如需访问我们的
所有多语言项目
家长时事通讯， 
请点击此处或 
扫描二维码。

Austin High School 

The dual language pathway program at Austin High 

School is a perfect opportunity for our newcomers 

and existing students to utilize their biliteracy, which 

is a superpower. There has never been dual language 

instruction at Austin High School, and we are excited 

to be launching the program for the first time. The 

program at Austin High School is part of the pipeline in 

which students from dual language elementaries and 

middle schools in our feeder pattern can have a place 

to continue their language journey, grow, and take it to 

the next level. 

Austin High School will launch the program with 

one 9th-grade cohort of 20-25 students, including 

newcomer students. The program will include AP 

Spanish, AP Spanish Literature, and Algebra 1 in Spanish. 

This is all part of a concerted effort to encourage Austin 

students to be biliterate, go into the teaching profession, become certified bilingual teachers, and fill the increasing 

vacancies in HISD. But most importantly it will help us meet the needs of our community. Austin faculty and staff are 

actively recruiting students, communicating with parents, and collaborating with higher education institutions to 

achieve this goal. Ultimately, students should be able to thrive both in their native language and in English, which will 

give them an advantage in their future careers.

Scarborough High School

The dual language program at Scarborough High 

school began because I saw that there were only a 

handful of dual language high schools in the country. 

With the help of the Office of School Choice, we realized 

that there is a need in our community to have a dual 

language high school campus. We have many dual 

language elementary schools and middle schools 

in HISD, yet no dual language high schools for these 

students to attend. As a result, we will begin offering 

a World Language Spanish; Social Studies will also be 

offered in Spanish. 

Both students who are zoned to our campus and the 

ones who would like to apply to the magnet program 

will be able to apply to the dual language pathway 

program. We want to include our newcomer students 

for them to feel welcome. We would like to provide opportunities for them to thrive both in their native language and 

in English. We will start our program with one 9th-grade cohort of 20-25 students.

We have been working closely with our Multilingual Department and World Language Curriculum Department to 

develop a good solid background for our program model. We will continue with this collaboration in the hope of 

improving our program in the future. We will also focus on better communication with our parents, through creating 

options for them to be involved in the process of developing our dual language program.

Our school will benefit from the dual language program by serving as a bridge for our newcomer students and give 

them a chance to be academically successful, in both English and Spanish. For students attending dual language 

elementary schools and middle schools, we are providing them a chance to continue their path to become biliterate. 

When our students graduate from Scarborough, they will be fully bilingual and biliterate, which will prepare them for 

the professional world.
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As both a Houston 

ISD employee 

and a mother, I 

recognize the value 

in being bilingual. 

Besides the obvious 

economic benefits, 

being bilingual 

actually increases 

your brain power. 

It makes you better 

at multi-tasking, 

focusing your 

attention, and 

problem-solving. 

The out-of-the-

box thinking that 

bilingual individuals 

possess also allows 

for greater creativity. Research shows that 

bilingual students outperform monolingual 

students in cognitive skills, social skills, literacy, 

and emotional skills. If that is not enough, more 

recent research has shown that a bilingual person 

ages more slowly, even delaying diseases like 

dementia and Alzheimer’s. This results in longer 

and more satisfying lives.

For this reason, I have pursued bilingualism 

both personally and professionally. I worked 

ridiculously hard in college to become bilingual.  

I attended Spanish film nights and collaborated 

with the free tutor on campus. I attended every 

Spanish class I could get my hands on and spent 

hundreds of hours in the Spanish lab watching 

telenovelas and practicing my grammar. All of 

this, so I could not only be bilingual myself, but 

also so I could help students achieve bilingualism. 

I have ensured that my son is bilingual as well by 

placing him in a dual language program here in 

Houston ISD. I am proud to say that he is now in 

the sixth grade and is not only bilingual, but also 

biliterate and bicultural.

I encourage you to value your home language 

and keep that language going strong in your 

family for generations. While you embrace English 

and American customs and culture, do not let go 

of your own language, customs, and traditions. 

Aim for your children and grandchildren to be 

bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural. As the saying 

goes, “Quien sabe dos lenguas vale por dos,” or 

“A man who knows two languages is worth two 

men.”  Make sure you show your children the 

value in what they bring to the world.

Drop of Wisdom
Dual Language Campus Highlights

Kate Anderson

Sr. Manager,  

Multilingual Programs

Lilly Rincon, Principal 

Orlando Reyna, Principal

The 2022 Houston ISD Multilingual 

Summer Enrichment for secondary 

immigrant and refugee students 

provided students with real-life 

experiences through community 

partnerships in Houston that transfer 

to academic success. These field 

trips offered access to rich hands-on 

learning experiences while exploring 

postsecondary options in literature 

and drama, STEM, career exploration, 

and civics. The enrichment program 

also provided a valuable opportunity 

for students to build their cultural 

knowledge and the real-world 

application of learning.

The summer enrichment program 

promoted students’ social and 

emotional learning while smoothing the 

transition process for students entering 

and exiting the newcomer program. The 

summer enrichment program exposed 

students to authentic hands-on 

sensory experiences that strengthened 

observation skills, built background 

knowledge that can contribute to their 

future academic success, and expanded 

community awareness. These field trip 

opportunities developed students’ 

language skills while meeting college 

and career readiness standards by 

connecting language to experience.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 

school year! We are so excited 

you chose an HISD school to call 

home for this upcoming year. As 

you prepare your child/children 

for the first days of school, we 

want you to know we are here 

to support you and your family 

with their academic, social, and 

emotional needs. We want EVERY 

child and family to feel welcomed 

and valued as they enter our 

doors. We want to communicate 

and connect with each of you 

through our teachers, campus 

support staff, campus leadership, 

and district support staff, please 

make sure you provide your 

school with an updated email 

and phone number. We are eager 

to share information with you 

regarding different parent events, 

important reminders, and other 

relevant information. I highly 

encourage you to contact your 

school’s Wraparound Specialist 

to learn about the different 

resources available to our families.  

Download the PowerSchool 

application to help you keep track 

of your child’s/children’s grades 

and attendance. We are here for 

YOU, do not hesitate to reach out 

to your school or our department 

anytime! 

Multilingual@houstonisd.org

Summer  2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 

Edition I, Issue 7

Drop of Wisdom

Sonya X. Monreal

Executive Director, 

Multilingual Department

2022 Multilingual Programs Summer 

Enrichment for Secondary Immigrant 

and Refugee Students
Message to Parents

STAAR Scores are Available at  

The Texas Education Agency Website

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Drop of Wisdom

for preschool parents

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

https://www.houstonisd.org/HIPPY

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY Program.  

Click on the following link to learn more. 

https://www.houstonisd.org/HIPPY

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Fall/Winter 2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 

Edition II, Issue 2/3

Drop of Wisdom

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

For preschool parents
Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY 

Program.  Click on the following link to learn more. 

 HIPPY / Home (houstonisd.org).

Life-long, sibling-like relationships formed early as 

students relied on each other for communication and 

were able to develop those bonds naturally through 

play and purposeful instruction.  While English-speaking 

parents were a little anxious at first, they quickly realized 

how to support their child and the program even if the 

homework was in Spanish!  Bonds amongst families also 

grew despite language barriers, building the confidence 

of both sets to try to communicate at parties and school 

events.  My own child was a part of the program at Herod, 

benefitting greatly from the diverse friendships and the 

development of true bilingualism and biliteracy.   Being 

a Spanish speaker is now part of her core identity and 

something she will rely on for the rest of her life. It was a 

true gift to learn about the power of the program and be 

able to support it as both a principal and a parent.  

These are the reasons why I decided to enroll my daughters in a dual language 

program:• I wanted to make sure my daughters would develop their skills in their native 

language, Spanish, while also learning English more quickly than students in 

English-only programs. I was afraid they would not be able to bond with their 

Spanish-speaking family members because they did not know the language. 

I knew learning English was going to happen no matter what, therefore it was 

important to make sure they learnt, not just the Spanish we use at home, but 

academic Spanish.
• Because dual-language immersion programs generally consist of an even mix 

of native speakers of both languages, students from both groups help one 

another as they acquire the other language forming close connections with each 

other. That interaction can also help develop a keen sense of cultural awareness. 

My daughters formed bonds with a diverse group of people with rich diverse 

cultures. They not only are proficient in the language, but they are socio-culturally 

competent and have a wide variety of relationships and friends that come from 

quite diverse cultural backgrounds.

• Being bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural will open doors for my daughters as they 

engage more effectively with other cultures using their second language skills.
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Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! 

My name is Khechara Bradford, and I have 

been an educator for 21 years. I am excited 

to be an “anchor” for students and families 

being served in the Office of Special 

Populations. We have spent the summer 

collaborating with various departments 

to ensure we address all the needs of our 

students with special learning needs. Our 

department is committed to supporting 

the superintendent’s strategic five-year 

plan. We will work this year to deliver 

effective services and supports to students 

with exceptional needs. Please click here 

to view the plan in detail.

Fall/Winter 2022 

www.houstonisd.org/voices 
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Drop of Wisdom

Dr. Khechara E. Bradford, Ed.D.

Executive Officer, Specialized 

Instruction and Services

Dual Language Campus Highlight

Jerri Nixon Principal,  Westbury High School

For preschool parents
Home Instruction for Parents of 

Preschool Youngsters (HIPPY)

HIPPY is a school readiness program that helps parents 

prepare their preschool child for academic success.

HIPPY is a home-based, family-focused program that 

HISD provides to parents of children between the ages 

of 3 and 4 years-old, in English and Spanish, free of 

charge. We welcome parents of students between the 

ages of 3 and 4, to begin their children’s educational 

journey by seeking support from HISD’s HIPPY 

Program.  Click on the following link to learn more. 

 HIPPY / Home (houstonisd.org).

Simplified Chinese

https://www.txel.org/
https://www.txel.org/subscribe
https://www.smore.com/hv6j2
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Zpnr9TaTM0uIlZmCQlsT7cOYsEoUxYVJhjcnHPl3DWtUM0QyTElEVEY4RklXNzlSTTAwSFZVSk1JWiQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.houstontx.gov/education/ccp-scholarships.html
https://houstonlibrary.org/cafecollege-houston
https://choosehisd.my.site.com/Apply/SiteLanding
https://youtu.be/6UUxLBqeHk4
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/177890
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/191018

