
MEMORANDUM        November 10, 2015 
 
TO:   Board Members 
 
FROM:  Terry B. Grier, Ed.D. 
  Superintendent of Schools 
 
SUBJECT: SAT RESULTS: CLASS OF 2015 
 
CONTACT: Carla Stevens, Research and Accountability, (713) 556-6700 
 
The SAT results for the graduating class of 2015 have been released by the College Board and 
are provided in this report along with historical SAT data. The SAT is composed of three 
subjects: Critical Reading, Mathematics, and Writing. Each subject is scored on a scale that 
ranges from a minimum of 200 to a maximum of 800. The highest composite score a student 
may earn on the SAT is 2400.  
 
Key Findings 
SAT Participation 

 The vast majority of seniors at HISD have taken the SAT by the time they graduate (89 
percent). HISD SAT participation rates far exceed those of Texas (62 percent) and the 
Nation (45 percent) public school graduates’ participation rates. 

 Between 2010 and 2015, the number of seniors who took the SAT almost doubled from 
4,900 to 9,400, respectively. 

 Between 2010 and 2015, the number of Hispanic and economically-disadvantaged students 
who took the SAT increased by 121 and 120 percent, respectively. 

 In 2015, 94 percent of African-American seniors had taken the SAT compared to 88 percent 
in 2014—this reflects a six percentage point increase in one year; 89 percent of 
economically-disadvantaged seniors had taken the SAT compared to 86 percent in 2014—a 
three percentage point increase in one year. 

 
SAT Performance 

 Average Critical Reading SAT scores for both the nation and Texas declined between 2014 
and 2015 by 3 and 6 points, respectively; however average SAT scores for HISD increased 
by 4 points during the same time period. This reflects a closing of the gap between district, 
state, and national performance in Critical Reading. 

 Average Mathematics SAT scores for both the nation and Texas declined between 2014 
and 2015 by 3 and 9 points, respectively; however average SAT scores for HISD increased 
by 3 points during the same time period. This reflects a closing of the gap between district, 
state, and national performance in Mathematics. 

 HISD average Math scores are typically higher than those for Critical Reading and Writing, 
which is consistent with data for Texas and the U.S. 

 Average SAT scores among HISD seniors remain lower than those of public school 
students in Texas and the nation. 

 The number of students in 2015 who scored 500 or above on Math or Critical Reading 
increased by 50 and 63 students, respectively, from 2014. 

 In 2015, the proportion of students who scored 500 or above on Mathematics, Critical 
Reading, and Writing was 28, 21, and 18 percent, respectively. This is similar to 
performance in 2014 when 27, 21, and 19 percent of students scored 500 or above on the 
same subjects. 



 
Administrative Response 
 
Major Projects Office 
The district is pleased to see an increase in average reading, math and composite SAT scores 
in spite of a decrease in the average scores across the state and nation.  An increase in the 
district’s 2015 school day SAT scores (administered to current seniors) also underscores that 
the district is progressing in the right direction.  
The district will administer the redesigned SAT in spring of 2016. In preparation, the district 
continues to offer students robust opportunities to prepare for the exam, including through 
Naviance, campus-based offerings, and the new Khan Academy tool. 
 
The Secondary School Offices  

 The Secondary Schools Office has stressed the importance of all students taking the SAT.  

 HISD pays for all PSAT and SAT administrations during regular school days which has 
removed barriers for some students. 

 The Secondary Schools Office has stressed the importance of preparing all students for 
SAT through prep courses and we are starting to see this result in the closing of the 
achievement gap for reading and math. 

 The improvements in minorities and low social economic students is promising but we will 
continue to have this focus until the gap no longer exists. 

 
Should you have any further questions, please contact my office or Carla Stevens in the 
Research and Accountability Department at (713) 556-6700. 
 

               TBG 

 
 
Attachments 
 
cc:  Superintendent’s Direct Reports 
 Chief School Officers 
 School Support Officers 
 High School Principals 
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SAT RESULTS: Class of 2015 
 

Introduction 
 
The SAT is a college admissions exam that assesses students’ reasoning based on knowledge and skills 
developed in their coursework. Colleges use SAT scores to make admissions decisions, recruit students, 
and to predict student performance at the college-level. The SAT is composed of three subjects: Critical 
Reading, Mathematics, and Writing. Each subject is scored on a scale that ranges from a minimum of 
200 to a maximum of 800. The highest composite score a student may earn on the SAT is 2400. The 
SAT results for the graduating class of 2015 have been released by the College Board and are provided 
in this report along with historical SAT data.   

SAT Participation 
Figure 1 below shows the class size and number of HISD students who took the SAT for the classes of 
2010 through 2015. 

     Figure 1: HISD Class Size and SAT Participation, Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015 and College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received  
September 25, 2015. Notes: SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

 

Figure 1 above indicates the following: 

 The vast majority of seniors at HISD have taken the SAT by the time they graduate (89 percent). 

 Between 2010 and 2015, the number of seniors who took the SAT almost doubled from 4,900 
to 9,400, respectively. 
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Figure 2 shows the number of students tested on the SAT for all students and by student group for the 
classes of 2010 through 2015. 

Figure 2: Number Tested by Student Group, Classes of 2010–2015 

  
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 2 indicates the following: 

 The number of Hispanic and African-American students who took the SAT increased by five 
percent and four percent, respectively from 2014 to 2015.  

 The number of Asian or Pacific Islander students who took the SAT increased by 16 percent to 
500 in 2015 from 432 in 2014. 

 Between 2010 and 2015, the number of Hispanic and economically-disadvantaged students who 
took the SAT increased by 121 and 120 percent, respectively. 
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Figure 3 shows the SAT participation rate of HISD students for all students and by student group. 
Participation rates for each group were determined by dividing the number of students who took the SAT 
by the number of seniors within each respective year.  

Figure 3: SAT Participation Rate by Student Group, Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source: HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015 and College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 3 above indicates the following:  

 Between 2010 and 2015, the proportion of seniors who took the SAT has significantly increased 
for all students and for each major student group. In particular, economically-disadvantaged and 
African-American students have experienced the greatest increase in the proportion of seniors 
who have taken the SAT—increases of 43 and 40 percentage points, respectively, during this 
time period. 
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 In 2015, 94 percent of African-American seniors had taken the SAT compared to 88 percent in 
2014—this reflects a six percentage point increase in one year; 89 percent of economically-
disadvantaged seniors had taken the SAT compared to 86 percent in 2014—a three percentage 
point increase in one year. 

 Despite increases in participation rates since 2010, Hispanic and White seniors in 2015 were 
slightly less likely to have taken the SAT compared to their peers. 

SAT Performance 
Average SAT scores of public school seniors in HISD, Texas and the nation have shown modest changes 
since 2013 (Figure 4). 

Figure 4: Average SAT Scores of HISD, Texas and National Students by Subject, 
Classes of 2013–2015 (Public School Students Only) 

 

Source: College Board, 2015 College-Bound Seniors District Highlights Report: Houston Independent School District. Five-Year Trends for 
District, State, and Total Group, retrieved September 17, 2015. 

Figure 4 indicates the following: 

 Average Critical Reading SAT scores for both the nation and Texas declined between 2014 and 
2015 by 3 and 6 points, respectively; however average SAT scores for HISD increased by 4 
points during the same time period. This reflects a closing of the gap between district, state, and 
national performance in Critical Reading. 

 Average Mathematics SAT scores for both the nation and Texas declined between 2014 and 
2015 by 3 and 9 points, respectively; however average SAT scores for HISD increased by 3 
points during the same time period. This reflects a closing of the gap between district, state, and 
national performance in Mathematics. 

 HISD average Math scores are typically higher than those for Critical Reading and Writing, which 
is consistent with data for Texas and the U.S. 

 Average SAT scores among HISD seniors remain lower than those of public school students in 
Texas and the nation.  
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Table 1 displays the number of students tested and average SAT scores by student group and subject 
for the classes of 2013, 2014, and 2015. 

Table 1: Average SAT Scores by Student Group and Subject, Classes of 2013–2015 

 
Source for 2013 and 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2013 and 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. 

Table 1 indicates the following:  

 Between 2014 and 2015, average SAT scores for all HISD seniors increased by four points in 
Critical Reading, increased by three points in Mathematics, and decreased by five points in 
Writing. 

 Between 2014 and 2015, average SAT scores for economically-disadvantaged students 
increased by six points in Critical Reading, increased by five points in Mathematics, and 
decreased by three points in Writing.  

 In 2015, average scores for economically-disadvantaged students were lower than those for non-
economically-disadvantaged students by 83 points in Critical Reading, 70 points in Mathematics, 
and 78 points in Writing. 

 In 2015, average scores for African-American students were lower than those for White students 
by 157 points in Critical Reading, 153 points in Mathematics, and 147 points in Writing. 

 In 2015, average scores for Hispanic students were lower than those for White students by 154 
points in Critical Reading, 130 points in Mathematics, and 138 points in Writing. 

 Average subject scores for females were slightly higher than those for males in Critical Reading 
and Writing but slightly lower in Mathematics among the class of 2013, 2014, and 2015. 
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Figure 5 shows the number of HISD students who scored at or above 500 on any subject of the SAT for 
the classes of 2010 through 2015. 

Figure 5: Number of HISD Students with SAT Subject Scores ≥ 500, by Subject,  
Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 5 indicates: 

 The number of students in 2015 who scored 500 or above on Math or Critical Reading increased 
by 50 and 63 students, respectively, from 2014. 

 In 2015, the proportion of students who scored 500 or above on Mathematics, Critical Reading, 
and Writing was 28, 21, and 18 percent, respectively. This is similar to performance in 2014 when 
27, 21, and 19 percent of students scored 500 or above on the same subjects. 
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Figure 6 shows the number of HISD students who scored 500 or above in SAT Critical Reading for the 
classes of 2010 through 2014 by student group. 

Figure 6: Number of HISD Students with Critical Reading Scores ≥ 500, by Student Group 
Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 6 indicates: 

 The number of economically-disadvantaged students in 2015 who scored 500 or above on Critical 
Reading increased by 11 percent to 859 in 2015 from 772 in 2014. The number of Asian or Pacific 
Islander students in 2015 who scored 500 or above on Critical Reading increased by 19 percent 
to 247 in 2015 from 295 in 2014.  

 In 2015, the proportion of students who scored 500 or above on Critical Reading was 65 percent 
for White, 59 percent for Asian or Pacific Islander, 14 percent for African-American, and 13 
percent for both Hispanic and economically-disadvantaged students. 
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Figure 7 shows the number of HISD students who scored at or above 500 in SAT Mathematics for the 
classes of 2010 through 2014 by student group. 

Figure 7: Number of HISD Students with Mathematics Scores ≥ 500, by Student Group 
Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 7 indicates: 

 The number of Hispanic students in 2015 who scored 500 or above on Mathematics increased 
by four percent to 1,175 in 2015 from 1,126 in 2014. The number of Asian or Pacific Islander 
students who scored 500 or above on Mathematics increased by 13 percent to 353 in 2015 from 
312 in 2014. 

 In 2015, the proportion of students who scored 500 or above on Math was 71 percent for Asian 
or Pacific Islander, 69 percent for White, 22 percent for Hispanic, 20 percent for economically-
disadvantaged, and 16 percent for African-American students. 
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Figure 8 shows the number of HISD students who scored at or above 500 in SAT Writing for the classes 
of 2010 through 2014 by student group. 

Figure 8: Number of HISD Students with Writing Scores ≥ 500, by Student Group 
Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 8 indicates: 

 The number of Asian or Pacific Islander students who scored 500 or above on Writing increased 
by 12 percent to 284 in 2015 from 254 in 2014. The number of economically-disadvantaged 
students who scored 500 or above on Writing increased by three percent to 698 in 2015 from 
679 in 2014.  

 In 2015, the proportion of students who scored 500 or above on Writing was 59 percent for White, 
57 percent for Asian or Pacific Islander, 11 percent for both Hispanic and economically-
disadvantaged, and 10 percent for African-American students. 
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Figure 9 shows average SAT composite scores (Critical Reading, Math, and Writing combined) for HISD 
students by student group for the classes of 2010 through 2015. 

Figure 9: Average SAT Composite Scores by Student Group, Classes of 2010–2015 

 
Source for 2010 through 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity data presented for years 2010 through 2014 is self-reported by students when they take the SAT. Race/ethnicity data for 
2015 is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 

Figure 9 indicates the following: 

 Between 2014 and 2015, average SAT composite scores increased by eight points for 
economically-disadvantaged and two points for Hispanic students. Average SAT composite 
scores declined by 25 points for Asian or Pacific Islander, nine points for African-American, and 
five points for White students in the same time period.  

 Between 2010 and 2015, average SAT composite scores declined by 138 scale score points for 
all students from 1388 in 2010 to 1250 in 2015; however, the number of students who took the 
SAT increased by 91 percent during this same time period. 

 In 2015, the average composite score for White students was 418 points higher than that for 
Hispanic students and 453 points higher than that of African-American students.  
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Figure 10 shows the number of students tested and average SAT composite score by campus for 
students in the class of 2015 and 2014. 

Figure 10: Average SAT Composite Scores by Campus, Class of 2014 and 2015 

Ranked by number of students tested in 2015 

 
Source for 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT 
datafile, received September 25, 2015. Notes: SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 
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Figure 10 indicates: 

 Chavez HS and North Forest HS increased the number of seniors who have taken the SAT by 
124 and 117 students, respectively. The number of seniors who have taken the SAT declined by 
135 and 86 students at Houston MST and at Westside HS, respectively. 

 Carnegie HS had the highest average SAT composite score in both 2015 and 2014. In 2014, the 
average SAT composite score was 1895 and in 2015 it increased to 1951.  

District, state, and national performance data by student groups for the classes of 2013 through 2015 are 
presented in Tables A1-3 in the Appendix. Table A4 in the Appendix presents the campus-level 
performance data for all campuses whose students took the SAT for 2014 and 2015.  

On April 15, 2015, HISD administered the SAT on all high school campuses during the school day to all 
juniors who wished to participate. This was the fourth year for this school day assessment funded by the 
district for juniors. A total of 49 schools and 8,981 juniors participated. This reflects an increase of 14 
students from 8,967 juniors in 2014. Results by campus of the 2014 and 2015 school-day SAT 
administration are presented in Table A5 in the Appendix. 

Conclusion 
Between 2010 and 2015, the number of HISD seniors who have taken the SAT has almost doubled. 
Hispanic students and economically disadvantaged students are almost twice as likely to take the SAT 
today as in 2010. The rate at which HISD seniors take the SAT has out-paced the growth in the senior 
population. At the same time, SAT performance among HISD students has declined and remains lower 
than that of Texas and the nation overall, but is closing the gap. Gaps across racial/ethnic and economic 
lines continue to exist. For example, average SAT composite scores among Hispanic and African-
American students tend to be more than 400 points lower than those among Asian or Pacific Islander 
and White students; a 230-point performance gap also exists between economically-disadvantaged and 
non-economically-disadvantaged students.
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Methodology 
The College Board provides summary reports and datafiles on SAT participation and performance of 
“College-Bound” seniors to districts and schools in the fall. These reports and datafiles provide a myriad 
of information on students such as demographics, enrolled grade level and high school, and academic 
information (i.e., expected graduation date, GPA, class rank percentile, intended major). This information 
is self-reported by students when they take the SAT exam. The annual reports display information for all 
students who report they will graduate in that respective year. For example, if a student reports his/her 
graduation date is Spring 2015, then he/she will be in the datafile for the Class of 2015, regardless if 
he/she actually graduates. Race/ethnicity and campus data displayed for years 2010 through 2014 
matches the data presented in HISD Memo, SAT Results: Class of 2014 dated November 4, 2014, which 
utilized student self-reported information. 

In order to minimize the potential for error that exists with self-reported student information, HISD’s 
Research & Accountability Department matched each student in the College Board 2015 SAT datafile to 
the HISD Data Warehouse in order to obtain data on race/ethnicity, economic status, and campus of 
enrollment, as submitted to TEA via PEIMS submissions. 
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Appendix 
Table A-1: Class of 2015 Average SAT Scores by Student Group: District, State, & Nation 

 
Source: College Board 2015 SAT datafile, received September 25, 2015. 
Notes: Race/ethnicity and economic status data presented for HISD is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT 
School-Day results included in counts above. Race/ethnicity data presented for Texas and Nation is self-reported by students when they take 
the SAT. Counts for Texas and Nation include students in both public and private schools. 

Table A-2: Class of 2014 Average SAT Scores by Student Group: District, State, & Nation 

 
Source: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Notes: Economic status data presented for HISD is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results 
included in counts above. Counts for Texas and Nation include students in both public and private schools. 

Table A-3: Class of 2013 Average SAT Scores by Student Group: District, State, & Nation 

 
Source: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. 
Notes: Economic status data presented for HISD is sourced from HISD Data Warehouse, retrieved October 2015. SAT School-Day results 
included in counts above. Counts for Texas and Nation include students in both public and private schools. 
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Table A-4: Average SAT Scores by Campus, Classes of 2014 and 2015 

 
Source for 2014: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT Results for Class of 2014. Source for 2015: College Board 2015 SAT 
datafile, received September 25, 2015. Notes: SAT School-Day results included in counts above. 
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Table A-5: School Day Average SAT Scores by Campus, 2014 and 2015 (Juniors only) 

 

Source: HISD Research and Accountability Department, SAT School Day Results: Spring 2015. 
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